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By Geoff Dobson,
Editor

HAS NZ SLIPPED                
ON EVS? 
New Zealand was once up there in its EV uptake and 

technology.

Sadly, we seemed to have slipped during the past few 
years and simply watched as Europe and others planned bans 
on fossil fuel vehicles in cities and encouraged the drive to low 
or zero emission transport.

The market has responded with many vehicle brands now fast-
forwarding the switch to EV manufacturing.

Have the wheels fallen off here?

We now risk getting the leftovers as car makers like Tesla, BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz, Volvo and others rush to plug the EV gaps in 
Europe and elsewhere.

What’s worse is New Zealand could quickly become a dumping 
ground for cheap fossil fuel vehicles from countries and regions 
that no longer want them.

Galling to me is the fact that Australia is likely to rapidly overtake 
us on EVs and other ‘green’ transport in the e-mobility field 
after being branded the laggard for years – and that’s in spite of 
a federal government largely unwilling to shed fossil fuels for 
cleaner, greener renewable energy powered alternatives.

Australia’s states and territories have taken the move to low 
emission transport and renewable power into their own hands 
– witness the massive uptake in rooftop solar, for instance.

People power is calling the shots. And Joe Biden’s win in the 
US presidential election race seems likely to favour the drive to 
EVs and renewable energy, especially with his call for the US to 
return to the Paris Agreement to mitigate climate change.

The tragedy that is the continuing COVID-19 pandemic saga has 
one silver lining – lockdowns forced most traffic from city streets 
and woke people up to how much pollution ICE vehicles bring.

Now the move is on in earnest to ‘save the planet’ and 
decarbonise transport – cycling and electric bikes in particular 
finding such favour globally they’re difficult to get to meet the 
demand.

Bikes and parts just can’t be made fast enough.

Cities are helping by establishing separate pathways for 
e-bikes, e-scooters and the like. It’s not yet summer but I 
counted more than 15 bikes (mostly electric) at just one set of 
lights while on my e-bike commute along the northwestern 
cycleway in Auckland.

Speaking of infrastructure, ChargeNet NZ must be commended 
for stepping up and ensuring EV chargers are available from one 
end of the country to the other.

Without that, people would be reticent about buying or driving 
an EV, largely because of range anxiety - fear of running out of 
battery power.

EVs need all the encouragement they can get (including using 
special lanes).

Labour and the Green Party have established an agreement 
on confidence and supply which includes boosting sustainable 
transport, a probably revamped Clean Car Standard, and more.

As managing editor of EVs and Beyond Richard Edwards says: 
“The inclusion of the Clean Car Standard into the agreement 
between Labour and the Greens means a whole lot of pain and 
paperwork for the automotive trade. Things are about to get ugly.

“It is clear the trade is tooling up for a fight. But it is a fight 
that does not need to happen. Both the government and trade 
organisations appear to agree that we need to move to a cleaner 
fleet. It is the tools to get there that matter.

“The standard is an emissions trading scheme with extra steps. 
It does nothing to encourage buyers to make the right choices. 
James Shaw, Michael Wood - if you are listening, dump it 
and work with the trade on a feebate scheme that works for 
everyone.”

Drive Electric chair Mark Gilbert says New Zealand needs to get 
on with the job of transitioning to e-mobility.

Hopefully, we’ll learn more from the government soon.

Geoff Dobson
EDITOR
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New transport minister Michael Wood will 
soon be briefed on a range of options 
to tackle transport emissions and 

contribute to the government’s first emissions 
budget.
“The Labour government and Green Party 
have signalled through their cooperation 
agreement that they are committed to working 
together to achieve common goals, including 
increasing the uptake of zero-emission 
vehicles and introducing clean car standards,” 
transport ministry environment, emissions and 
adaptation team manager Ewan Delany says.
The agreement includes increasing zero-
emission vehicle uptake, introducing “Clean 
Car” standards, and decarbonising public 
transport and the public sector.
That’s part of the deal in achieving the purpose 
and goals of the Zero Carbon Act, recently 
outlined by the Green Party in its cooperation 
agreement by not opposing votes on matters of 
confidence and supply for the full term of this 
Parliament. 
James Shaw has been reappointed climate 
change minister and becomes associate 
minister for the environment (biodiversity) in 
two Green Party ministerial positions outside 
of Cabinet.
He’s expected to work closely with Dr Megan 
Woods around EVs and e-mobility as she 
retains her energy and resources, and 
research, science and innovation portfolios.
EVs and Beyond earlier outlined calls for the 
incoming government to step up the pace on 
e-mobility, particularly now that the Winston 
Peters led NZ First is no longer a “handbrake”.
It now seems likely the new government will 
put e-mobility and decarbonisation high on its 
agenda.
That’s expected to include a revision of the 
earlier proposed “Clean Car” plan which 
included a “Clean Car Standard” (vehicle fuel 
efficiency standard) and a Clean Car Discount 
(“feebate” scheme).
Especially as the government moves towards 
the first emissions budget to meet two 
important greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
reduction targets aimed at helping limit global 
temperature rise and associated climate 
change.
By 2050, New Zealand plans to have net zero 
emissions of all GHGs other than biogenic 
methane, reduce biogenic methane emissions 
by 24 to 47% below 2017 by 2050, including 
10% below 2017 biogenic methane emissions 
by 2030.
New Zealand’s international target under the 
Paris Agreement is to reduce GHG emissions 
by 30% from 2005 levels by 2030, the ministry 
for the environment states. 
“Emissions budgets, introduced through 
the Zero Carbon Amendment Act, operate 
as stepping-stones that keep us on track to 
meeting our long-term emissions reductions 
targets,” it says.
Each emissions budget covers a period of five 
years.

The first three emissions budgets will be 
recommended by the Climate Change 
Commission and set by the government by the 
end of 2021.
The government has set a provisional 
emissions budget (PEB) for New Zealand’s 
total volume of net emissions for the period 
2021-2025, of 354 million tonnes carbon 
dioxide equivalent (CO2-e).
Labour announced prior to the October 17 
election that only zero emission buses will be 
bought by 2025 under its aim to decarbonise 
the public transport bus fleet by 2035.
“Transport makes up about 20% of New 
Zealand’s domestic greenhouse gas emissions 
and is the fastest growing source,” Labour 
leader Jacinda Ardern said at the time.
“This needs to change so Labour will require 
that only zero emissions buses be purchased 
by 2025 and will target decarbonising the 
public transport bus fleet by 2035. We will 
support regional councils with this through a 
$50 million fund over four years.”
Releasing its “Clean Energy Plan” in 
September, Labour said then it will bring 
forward the goal of 100% renewable 
electricity generation by five years to 2030, 
accelerate the electrification of the transport 
and industrial sector and invest in emerging 
technologies such as green hydrogen.
Ardern described this as a critical element of 
Labour’s wider COVID-19 recovery plan.
EV advocacy group Drive Electric asked those 
parties contesting the general election to 
commit to decarbonising road transport and do 
more to encourage EV uptake.
It suggests 250,000 EVs need to be on the road 
here within five years.
The recommendations include encouraging 
businesses to get EVs for their fleets, using 
more EVs in government to show leadership, 
developing a bi-partisan pathway for the 
transport sector to deliver New Zealand’s 
climate change objectives, encouraging more 
Kiwis to move to EVs and making New Zealand 
an attractive global EV market.
Drive Electric chairman Mark Gilbert says the 
time has now come for action.
He walks the talk by driving his own all-
electric Audi e-tron 55.
Calls for the new government to do more on 
EVs, e-mobility and decarbonisation have come 
from other organisations as well.
Suggestions for decarbonising vehicles, 
removing fringe benefit tax (FBT) on EVs, 
subsidising e-bikes and introducing road 
congestion charges are among 26 actions 
costing about $7.3 billion the Sustainable 
Business Council and Climate Leaders 
Coalition want the incoming government to 
consider.
The two groups represent about 150 
businesses including Fonterra and Z Energy 
and say the new Government should continue 
to prioritise decarbonisation and work in 
partnership with New Zealand businesses to 
accelerate that during the next three years. 

The report also supports bringing back a 
version of the proposed Clean Car Standard 
and the Clean Car Discount.
A $10 million injection into e-bike subsidies, 
requiring fuel suppliers to annually provide 
renewable fuels, establishing a low-carbon 
fuel standard, and support for switching 
aircraft to electric are also suggested.
A more detailed report is expected to be 
available later this year.

NEW GOVERNMENT EXPECTS EV 
PROGRESS

MICHAEL WOOD

JAMES SHAW

JACINDA ARDERN

MARK GILBERT
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AUTOLINK CARS GOES 
INDOORS
Autolink Cars has gone under cover 

with its EVs for the first time since the 
business opened in 1992.

It has recently moved from an outdoor yard in 
Grey Lynn to a fully enclosed showroom at 2 
Gillies Avenue in Newmarket.
“People can now enjoy the comfort of the 
showroom out of the weather,” managing 
director Henry Schmidt says.
The indoor display features about 30 mainly 
Nissan Leafs, most of them imported from 
Japan.
The Autolink Cars showroom has visitor 
facilities and offers an unexpected bonus – 
cleaning the cars is much easier out of the 
weather.
“We use waterless cleaning, which we first 
trialled at the Grey Lynn yard,” Schmidt 
explains. 
That’s handy considering Auckland’s water 
restrictions with another dry summer looming.
Indoors is great for Autolink’s cat Buddy, who 
often cat naps in a tiny Toyota Comms EV near 
the door (Schmidt is keen to make the EV into 
a golf buggy to pursue his other passion).
Buddy is proving a strong drawcard for 
potential customers, one staff member 
quipping the cat probably gets more visitors to 
the showroom than anyone else.
Showroom traffic has begun increasing 
since Auckland moved out of tight COVID-19 
restrictions to level 1, and there’s plenty of 
parking nearby – just ask Autolink before 
driving in.
Plus there’s a free Vector EV charging station 
across the road.
It’s a pretty good marketing opportunity for 
the business as people can check out the 
EVs on display while waiting for their own to 
recharge – and there are plenty of cafes nearby 
for coffee.
Talking of opportunities, Schmidt reckons the 
Labour landslide means there’s no excuses for 
the new government to delay on introducing 
EV policies and incentives, especially now that 
NZ First and its leader Winston Peters can no 
longer be blamed for hold-ups.
He wants to see the government fleet lead the 
way by switching to EVs as soon as possible.
“There are no excuses for the government 
now – they’ve got to do what they said they 
were going to do.”
Schmidt says he’s heard that EVs are too dear 
and that the charging infrastructure isn’t in 
place.
“We supply 24kW Nissan Leafs and people are 
happy to get their vehicle for under $16,000,” 
he says.

“So how can you say they’re too expensive?”
Autolink also has secondhand 30kW Leafs 
from $21,000, plus 40kW ones for under 
$40,000, all with good battery state of health 
(SoH) and good range (250-260km), adequate 
for most people.
And he says that kind of range is more than 
enough for most government fleet cars.
Schmidt says New Zealand also has plenty 
of EV charging stations, mainly courtesy of 
ChargeNet NZ.
“So I disagree when people say EVs are too 
dear and that the infrastructure is not there.
“Most government departments could provide 
basement charging or allow drivers to charge 
at home.”
Schmidt says wife Dianne has driven a Leaf 
for six years and never used a public charging 
station, only charging up at home.
“Most people only drive about 30km to 40km 
daily so can easily recharge at home – and you 
make sure the car is fully charged before going 
to Hamilton or Whangarei.”
Schmidt says he uses an EV to travel to golf 
courses around Auckland and notes there’s 
charging stations on most routes.
“People buy an EV then look at charging 
stations near them, but really they should be 
looking at the other end of their journey as they 
will probably have a full charge anyway when 
leaving home,”

Schmidt notes people are more educated 
about EVs these days, and he sees EV owners 
starting to trade in their EVs – including Teslas.
He says he’s traded in three Teslas. One who 
traded his Tesla Performance for a 30kW Leaf 
explains why, although he wants to remain 
anonymous.
The former Tesla owner says the 
Performance model is reliable and great for 
long distance travelling, but he says Nissan 
“knows how to build a car” and he wanted an 
EV more suited to his lifestyle.
“It also freed up about $70,000 for my next 
project – an Auckland apartment.”
Buying an EV suited to your lifestyle is 
recommended by Schmidt.
“If you want to go to Taupo every so often then 
just rent a suitable vehicle out,” he adds.
Schmidt says Nissan has learned much in 
more than 10 years of Leaf development, 
although he would like to bring some other 
brands into his showroom in future.
“I’ve sold cars for about 40 years and I know 
how unreliable ICE cars are and the costs 
involved,” he adds, explaining he’d never 
consider anything other than an EV now.
“The Leaf is reliable – one Uber owner of a Gen 
1 Leaf which had done 230,000km only had to 
change the tyres – the brake pads were still the 
same ones when he traded up to a 30kW Leaf.”
He says EVs are good for the planet and 
people’s health, with zero emissions.
More models are coming in the next two 
years, providing greater choices.
Schmidt has long seen a future in EVs and says 
that future is here now.
Autolink Cars in Newmarket is open seven 
days, 9am-5pm (10am-5pm Sunday).

HENRY SCHMIDT

BUDDY THE SHOWROOM CAT.
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ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT
New Zealand’s first electric plane has 

been officially launched by Christchurch 
start-up ElectricAir.

The battery electric two-seat light sport 
aircraft manufactured by Slovenian aircraft 
company Pipistrel has begun demonstration 
flights from Christchurch. 
Designed as a training aircraft, it will be 
available for people wanting to experience 
electric flight and to learn to fly in a more 
sustainable way.
ElectricAir founder Gary Freedman says the 
idea to operate New Zealand’s first electric 
plane began in 2016.
“I was driving an electric car but flying a petrol 
plane. It just wasn’t good enough, so I set out 
to find a solution. 
“On the pretence of a family holiday in 
Slovenia, I visited the Pipistrel factory and flew 
in the Alpha Electro. I was hooked and the rest 
is history.”
ElectricAir’s mission is to promote the uptake 
of electric aircraft to reduce the aviation 
industry’s greenhouse gas emissions.
The start-up has received support from 
Christchurch City Council’s Innovation 
and Sustainability Fund ($40,000) and the 
Christchurch Agency for Energy Trust 
($19,000). 
Mayor Lianne Dalziel attended the launch at 
the Christchurch International Airport and 
says the electric aircraft is a “perfect fit for a 
city of opportunity and a major step towards 
cutting aviation-related greenhouse gas 
emissions”.
“We are strongly committed to new 
technologies that help us set the standard for 
the future,” she says.
“Offering strong leadership in innovation and 
implementation of zero exhaust emission 
initiatives will help put us at the forefront of 
emerging technologies.”
The battery electric aircraft is just the type of 
innovation the council wants to support for the 
city, council resource efficiency manager Kevin 
Crutchley says.
“Aviation transportation is a significant source 
of greenhouse gas emissions and this initiative 
demonstrates a technology that reduces 
emissions and provides the opportunity to 

educate pilots and the community about this 
exciting new technology.” 
Christchurch International Airport has 
supported the ElectricAir project as another 
part of its electrification and decarbonisation 
programme. 
ElectricAir will be the inaugural user of 
the newest charging infrastructure, airport 
strategy and sustainability general manager 
Rhys Boswell says.
“We use electricity to power jet aircraft while 
they’re parked on the ground, we offer EV and 
e-bike charging stations, so installing e-plane 
charging infrastructure was a natural next 
step,” he says. 
“We are proud to be the launch pad for 
ElectricAir and to further power up to keep 
emissions down.”
ElectricAir believes New Zealand is a no 
brainer for electric planes, with one of the 
highest rates of short haul flights per person 
of any country and an electricity grid powered 
from predominantly renewable sources.
“It’s important that we show our commitment 
to sustainability and 100% renewable energy 
generation which is why we have chosen 
Meridian as our power provider,” Freedman 
says. 
“In addition, Meridian’s Certified Renewable 
Energy product means that we can report our 
scope 2 emissions as zero, which really helps 
reinforce what we are about.” 
Meridian’s chief customer officer Lisa 
Hannifin says Meridian is proud to have 
partnered with ElectricAir which, like 
Meridian, understands that electrification 
of transport is one of the biggest ways New 
Zealand can help combat climate change.

 Air traffic service provider Airways also backs 
ElectricAir. 
“By supporting ElectricAir’s operations in 
controlled airspace, Airways is continuing to 
help our aviation community explore innovative 
ways of reducing carbon emissions and 
aircraft noise while ensuring aviation safety,” 
Airways public affairs head Emily Davies says. 
The Pipistrel Alpha Electro’s battery lasts up to 
90 minutes and can be recharged in under an 
hour, making it ideal for pilot training.
The plane will be charged from a dedicated 
charging station and operates from 
Christchurch Airport and the Rangiora 
Airfield.
It is about 70% quieter than its fossil-fuelled 
equivalents, and simple and inexpensive to 
maintain as there are few moving parts.
Freedman believes electric aircraft offer 
opportunities for education, job creation and 
economic growth in Christchurch.
“ElectricAir has opted to be based in 
Christchurch because the city has a reputation 
for innovation, particularly in the aerospace 
and aviation sectors,” he says.
“New Zealand has one of the highest rates of 
short-haul flights per person of any country in 
the world, and our electricity grid is powered 
by predominantly renewable sources.”
The Pipistrel Alpha Electro can fly for an hour, 
plus half an hour reserve, an ideal duration for 
training flights, the council’s Newsline says.
The aircraft, which will operate from both 
Christchurch and Rangiora, can be recharged 
in under an hour, using a dedicated EV 
charger at Christchurch International Airport.

NZ'S FIRST

LAUNCHED 

GARRY FREEDMAN WITH HIS ELECTRIC PLANE.

CHRISTCHURCH MAYOR LIANNE DALZIEL AND GARY FREEDMAN CHAT AT THE LAUNCH.
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HAYDEN PADDON 
UNVEILS HYUNDAI 
RALLY EV

One of the world’s first EV rally cars has 
been revealed by Paddon Rallysport 
(PRG) at Hyundai Motors New Zealand in 

Auckland.
Kiwi rally star Hayden Paddon led the project 
to develop the more than 400kW electric-
powered rally car based on the Hyundai Kona, 
a project sparked by an idea early in 2018 and 
officially started in March 2019, featuring in 
EVs and Beyond September 2019 magazine.
“It goes faster than most ICE rally cars and I 
(and the team) want to compete on the world 
stage,” he says, adding the team expects to be 
back in the World Rally Championship (WRC) 
within five years if possible.
Following 18 months of work at PRG’s 
Cromwell facility, Paddon and his six-strong 
team of engineers and designers finally 
revealed the completed, fully functional 
Hyundai Kona EV rally car this month to the 
world.

Other than the EV rally car having two electric 
motors, two gears, two pedals and four-wheel 
drive, Paddon tells EVs and Beyond there’s 
little more in specs available as there’s still 
about eight months of development to go 
before the car is due to be entered in the Rally 
of New Zealand late next year.
Meanwhile, Paddon is expected to do a 
demonstration run in it at the Repco Battle of 
Jacks Ridge on November 15 at Whitford in 
Auckland before competing in his Hyundai i20 
AP4 ICE car against the likes of Greg Murphy 
and Shane van Gisbergen.
About 80% of the EV rally car has been 
designed in-house in terms of chassis design, 
engineering, aerodynamics, suspension, 
steering, cooling and electrics. 
Paddon says he also wanted the car to 
look good and have the “wow” factor – 
incorporating ideas provided by Southern 
Ocean Boat Builders, and the team is working 
on a car noise to warn people it’s coming.

A noise rather like the World War II air raid 
sirens is considered, Paddon saying that’s also 
still being worked on, but he hopes to use air 
moving over different parts of the car for the 
sound.
He expects the car will help take New Zealand 
technology to the world.
Paddon says the EV rally car has better weight 
distribution than an ICE car, far fewer moving 
parts, Pirelli tyres, and more.
The EV rally car needed to be fast and 
spectacular, as well as capable of competing 
in a traditional rally format against normal 
internal combustion engine (ICE) competition. 
“The car is faster on paper than an ICE car, 
has better weight distribution and is more 
reliable as there are fewer moving parts and 
the potential with the technology, electronics 
and design of the car is endless,” says 
Paddon. 
“It’s simply a new era of rallying that has new 
limits.”
Paddon Rallysport has worked, and continues 
to work, closely with local motorsport bodies 
to make EV technology viable in a rally 
environment. 
There are numerous considerations such 
as how EV cars are serviced between rally 
stages, regulations on changing battery packs, 
charging systems, vehicle weight and chassis 
structure, and the safety of the driver and co-
driver and rally marshals during competition 
and in the event of a crash. 
“Finding the way to move forward with EV 
technology is something we identify as being 
very important for the future of our sport, not 
only in New Zealand but globally,” Paddon 
says. 
“If the sport doesn’t respond, it will be left HAYDEN PADDON WITH HIS NEW EV RALLY CAR.

THE CAR ON A TEST RUN. 
PHOTO: GRAEME MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHY

Continued on following page...
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behind commercially and technologically 
compared to other motorsports.”
Hyundai New Zealand general manager 
Andy Sinclair says the EV rally car project 
complements the company’s commitment 
to being at the forefront of innovation and 
championing the New Zealand EV industry.
Sinclair quips that he hopes to see hydrogen 
introduced on a future rally car too.
 “It’s been an exciting journey over the last 18 
months for our team to be involved in, and to 
watch the Hyundai Kona EV rally car come to 
life,” he says.
“The first phase is finally complete, and we 
will enjoy this moment and watching the 
car make its competitive debut in coming 
months. We equally look forward to what’s 
still to come with this project.” 
Paddon thanks those involved, including 
Meridian Energy, YHI Energy and the GenLess 
campaign through the Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Authority (EECA).
YHI Energy is working on a portable charging 
system for the car, with battery packs having 
to be swapped for fully charged ones in the 
meantime.
The nature of rallying means the charging 
system has to be portable, potentially backed 
by solar and hydrogen as grid access may not 
be possible.
YHI Energy divisional manager Aaron Gillon 
expects to have “something firmer” next year 
around charging the EV rally car.
Austrian company Stohl Advanced Research 
and Development (STARD) contributed to 
the project as Paddon Rallysport’s technical 
partner, providing guidance and advice.
EV technology currently powers a range of 
competitive motorsport vehicles, but rallying 
delivers very different and demanding 
challenges such as day-long events across 
multiple timed rally stages, competing in 
remote locations, and limited time for vehicle 
servicing during competition. 
The design concept for the Paddon Rallysport 
EV needed to combine performance, range 
and reliability into one package. 
“The EV package is capable of over 800kW, 
but we have focused on building this car to 

have comparable power to a current ICE rally 
car and aim for it to be winning rallies against 
normal ICE competition from 2022,” Paddon 
says. 
“A lot of work needs to happen between 
now and then, and we are confident that EV 
technology is going to work in a normal rally 
environment.”
The Paddon Rallysport EV rally car features 
a modernised aero package reminiscent 
of current WRC cars. When in rally spec it 
weighs around 1400kg and has the same 
suspension travel as a WRC car.
Paddon believes New Zealand offers the 
perfect test bed for his team to refine the 
EV technology in a normal, competitive 
environment – one he knows well. 
“The next phase of the project is focused on 
performance and reliability, before we build 
up to a full-length rally in the second half 
of 2021,” Paddon says. “Long term, we see 
this as a platform from which we will further 
develop the cars and our team to take on the 
world.”
The Paddon Rallysport team comprises 
Paddon, Matt Barham (project manager 
and electrical engineer), Mike Pittams (lead 
technician), Rory Callaway (mechanical 
engineer), Ben Fretwell (technician), Ari 
Pettigrew (technician) and Matt Bowater 
(plant manager).
“I’m incredibly proud of our team who have 
put their heart and soul into this car,” Paddon 
says. “There is a little bit of all of us in it and 
it wouldn’t be possible without the amazing 
team we have. 
”Now the work continues as we take this 

project to the next step as a rally winner.”
Paddon Rallysport has created and maintained 
several long-term commercial partnerships 
over the years with several key partners 
helping make sure the EV project could 
continue through the challenges of COVID-19 
this year.
“We are proud to announce several key 
partnerships which are helping make this 
project possible,” Paddon says. 
“We’ve been working with Hyundai New 
Zealand for six years now, a Kiwi-owned 
company run by an incredible team of people. 
Their belief in us to deliver this project and 
the opportunity to continue representing 
one of the leading new vehicle brands is 
something that makes us both proud and 
humble. We couldn’t do it without them.”
The Paddon Rallysport Hyundai Kona EV 
rally car is another example of Kiwi ingenuity 
and how inventive and creative people are 
changing their thinking about electric-
powered vehicles. 
Visit www.paddonrallysport.co.nz for more 
information.

THE PRG TEAM AND THE CAR. 
PHOTOS: GRAEME MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHY

...Continued from previous page

YHI ENERGY REPRESENTATIVES WITH HAYDEN 
PADDON AND HIS EV.
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E-TRON SPORTBACK HERALDS 
FUTURE AUDI SPORT EV
In spite of selling a full range of passenger 

vehicles from the A1 city hatch to the A8 
luxury sedan as well as the Q-series, Audi 

New Zealand recognises that more than 70% 
of new car sales year-to-date have come from 
its SUV models, a trend which will continue.

The arrival of the coupe-like e-tron 55 S-line 
Sportback with a retail price of $169,900, is 
just another step in the brand's journey to 
have full battery electric vehicles (BEV) make 
up more than 30% of its annual sales here by 
2025.

In 2019 Audi New Zealand sold a total of 
92 e-tron 55 SUV models and 43 A3 e-tron 
hatches and it expects those numbers to grow 
this year.

It’s been a busy year for the four-ring brand, 
because around the COVID-19 business 
interruptions, 2020 has seen 20 new or 
facelifted Audi models launched in the New 
Zealand, and there is yet more to come in 2021.

Presales for the stunning Audi e-tron GT will 
begin in January 2021 with the New Zealand 
launch expected in mid 2021. Audi New 
Zealand sales operations manager Jarrod 
Ho interestingly refers to the forthcoming all 
electric GT coupe as the “collision of Audi Sport 
and electrification.”

It is the first crossover vehicle yet designed by 
Audi Sport says the brand.

The hotter Audi e-tron S and e-tron Sportback 
S with their three-motor powertrains which 
pump out 370kW/973Nm are due to arrive in 
the third quarter of 2021, and the more volume 
focussed Audi Q4 e-tron SUV and Q4 e-tron 
Sportback with 225kW powertrain will likely 
arrive into New Zealand in early 2022.

STYLISH YET EFFICIENT
The latest entrant to the Audi Sportback family, 
the e-tron 55 mirrors its SUV twin by offering 

twin electric motors and quattro all-wheel-
drive with a power output up to 300kW and 
664Nm of torque and a range of up to 446km 
from a single charge.

It runs the latest quattro electric drivetrain 
which primarily directs power to the rear 
wheels and to all four when conditions 
demand. On the road this setup proved to give 
the e-tron an even more engaging drive at low 
speeds in the urban environment.

Audi says the regenerative brake by wire 
system in the e-tron 55 Sportback provides 
up to 0.3g of brake force which is sufficient for 
90% of normal day to day driving. 

But more importantly the new e-tron 
Sportback is capable of charging at up to 
150kw at a DC (direct current) charging 
station. Stopping briefly at the new ChargeNet 
300kW station in Bombay, Franklin, allowed 
us to ‘top up’ the cars charge on route to a 
lunch stop in Raglan.

Had we waited 30 minutes the car would have 
charged itself up to 80%.

Alternatively, should owners wish to charge at 
home, and according to Audi, 80% of owners 
already do this, the brand provides a 7.2kW 
charger (32a, 1 Phase) which will theoretically 
charge the vehicle’s lithium-ion battery pack 
from 0 to 100% in 12 hours, or 36km of range 
per hour of charge.

Audi New Zealand has developed its own 
key fob to be used in conjunction with the 
ChargeNet network and owners will also have 
access to a dedicated smart phone app which 
will allow them to better manage the state of 
charge of their vehicle, as there are now more 
than 200 DC sites across New Zealand. 

The e-tron 55 S-Line Sportback sits 13mm 
lower than SUV and the co-efficient of drag is 
0.25 rather than 0.27 for the SUV, but the more 
sleekly styled body reduces cargo capacity 
by 60 litres to 615 litres with the rear seats in 
place and 1665 Litres when folded down.

Inside the standard S-Line package treats 
the front occupants to sports style seating 
trimmed in embossed Valcona leather with 
heating and cooling functions as well as a 
black headliner, privacy glass, and the usual 
S-Line emblems and scuff plates finished in 
aluminium.

The Audi e-tron 55 S-Line pictured above in 
Antigua Blue metallic wears the standard 21-
inch turbine style black partly polished alloy 
wheels.
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Demand for tickets is escalating for 
EVs and Beyond’s 2021 conference on 
Waiheke Island, The EVent. 

Early bird prices apply till December 31, this 
year for the March 1 - 2, 2021 EVent.

The early bird price of $395 (plus gst) includes 
a gala dinner and cocktails on the Monday 
evening, lunches, morning and afternoon 
teas on both days and a ‘goody bag’ for all 
attendees.

A range of great speakers will be announced 
in the December EVs and Beyond magazine. 
The theme of The EVent will flow from the 
urgent need to electrify transport and energy 
sources, if we are to meet our commitments 
under the Paris Agreement.

Transport is responsible for about 40% of New 
Zealand’s total emissions.

It will also feature the latest developments in 
EVs - on land, sea and in the air. 

Meanwhile some great companies are backing 
The EVent with sponsorship, including two 
‘platinum’ sponsors in YHI Energy - a leader in 
battery, solar, storage and EV charging - and 
ChargNet, the company responsible for New 
Zealand’s major EV charging network.

Other sponsors include Fuso Trucks and UDC 
finance (both gold sponsors), GVI electric 
vehicles, Singer Electrical, and AutoSure 
Insurances (silver sponsors).

As one of this year’s speakers, Helen Fitt, 
postdoctoral fellow at Lincoln University, puts 
it: “I thoroughly enjoyed the inaugural EVs 
& Beyond conference. I particularly valued 
the opportunities to get to know people 
working in different parts of the EV sector, 

and some of the conversations begun at the 
conference have led into later connections and 
collaborations. I am wholeheartedly looking 
forward to attending again in 2021.”

Register now. 

Click HERE or email deborah@ 
automediagroup.co.nz - or for information on 
any aspect of the EVent phone 027 530 5016.

TICKETS SELLING FAST FOR THE EVENT
WAIHEKE ISLAND RESORT AT PALM BEACH.

EV chargers that don’t hurt your wallet

everything at 
wallpods.co.nz 

with readers’
discount code 
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Solar Switch Wallpod 
Select a charge output of 6, 13, 16 or 32A to suit your yield

Ecoboost Wallpod 
Set your charge to start whenever you like

Amp Select Wallpod 
Switch between a charge output of 16 or 32A

Type 2 Socket

Type 1 Tethered Cable

Type 2 Tethered Cable

15% 
OFF

Visit wallpods.co.nz

http://www.wallpods.co.nz
https://evsandbeyond.co.nz/tickets/
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New Zealand has one of the best DC 
charging networks in the world for 
its population, bested only by leaders 

like Norway. A lot of that is down to one 
company, ChargeNet. As its first charger at 
Kaiwaka celebrates its fifth birthday, founder 
Steve West sat down with EVs and Beyond 
managing editor Richard Edwards for a 
podcast interview – out November 20. 

ChargeNet chief executive Steve West 
says demand for the company’s EV battery 
charges and network has been much greater 
than he ever expected. 

“We've had to do a lot of infill, a lot of 
additional charging capacity. That has blown 
us way past 75 (chargers), way past 100, 
and we're at 200 and still I don't think we're 
done yet.”

As New Zealand’s EV population continues 
to grow, “we have to keep installing capacity 
to serve it. If it was spread evenly over the 
country, then that would be fine. But it isn't 
spread evenly. It's highly concentrated. The 
Wellington region is a great example.

“Generally, an uplift in the fleet size means 
more and more demand. It’s a lot more 
convenient if you can go to a location and 
know that location is far more likely to have 
an available charger than not. 

“That's the way we're going to approach 
things; instead of having individual chargers 
sprinkled all over the place, we'll have more 
consolidated sites.”

Though critics may say New Zealand is 

lagging behind EV leader Norway in car 
numbers and charging infrastructure, that 
lag means it can be faster on its feet.

In some ways, the Scandinavian country has 
had “a raw deal,” West says. “They've gone 
for mass EV adoption a little bit too early in 
the technological progress, if you look at the 
way that batteries are developing, vehicles 
are developing, charging standards are 
developing. 

“Six years ago when we started, there 
was 50kW (charging speed) and that was 
absolutely cutting edge. And it wasn't even 
very straightforward to get a 50kW charger 
six years ago. It was really brand new 
technology, almost experimental. 

“And the vehicles you could buy could barely 
do 50kW charging, and then only for a few 
minutes. Now we've got vehicles that can 
do 50kW for hours and of course the new 
charging standards support even faster 
charging, much faster, 300kW-plus.”

Norway needs banks of 20-odd chargers at 
one location “because all of their cars are 
stuck at that 50kW speed.” 

Though NZ’s present EV fleet is almost 
entirely 50kW, “very quickly that mass of 
50kW vehicles is going to get dwarfed and 
replaced by vehicles that are capable of 
charging much, much faster. 

“If you’re like Norway that's rushed ahead, 
they're kind of stuck now with this legacy of 
all these cars and they're having to install 
many, many chargers at one site. 

“By the time we have that many vehicles 
they'll be capable of charging so much 
faster.”

ChargeNet’s approach now is to concentrate 
on a combination of delivering really 
high charging power for vehicles that can 
take advantage of that, but also providing 
multiple charging ports at a single location. 

“Bombay (just south of Auckland) is our 
first site of that nature, and it's fantastic. 
It's got four charging cables, each of which 
can deliver 300kW, plus another couple of 
charging cables that deliver 50kW.

“It would be crazy, though, to put four 300kW 
charging stations in there with the mixture 
of vehicles we have in the fleet right now. It’s 
going to be many years until the majority of 
vehicles can charge at 300kW.”

ASTHMA’S NEW ZEALAND CEO, KATHEREN LEITNER WITH HER TEAM MEMBERS.

CHARGENET – FIVE 
YEARS ON AND 
GROWING BEYOND 
EXPECTATIONS

Continued on following page...

STEVE WEST

SUBSCRIBE TO
THE EVS AND BEYOND

NZ PODCAST TO 
HEAR THE FULL 

INTERVIEW
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make it easy - carry up to 200kg!
around home, farm, orchard or stable with a tough 
and highly manoeuvrable electric ride-on barrow 
from $7,645 + GST       visit  www.switchevglobal.com 

West says cars with a 100kWh battery can 
have a 500km range which would be enough 
for most people. 

“But the batteries as they improve will come 
down in cost and increase in charging speed, 
so we want to be able to offer both. 

“We want to be able to give people 300kW 
if (their cars are) capable of it, but we also 
want to be able to serve the majority of 
vehicles, which are not going to be up at that 
sort of speed. 

“I think 150kW is going to be a very popular 
kind of charging speed. We're already seeing 
that many of the brand new vehicles can 
charge at that speed.

“Maybe 150 to 200, that sort of realm. For 
us, it's far more...economically rational to 
install less than 300kW per charging cable, 
but have it in a way that it can be shared and 
all 300kw can go down 
one cable...”

ChargeNet has 
Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Authority 
(EECA) funding for 
locations in Northland, 
Auckland’s North Shore, 
Christchurch, and Bulls

Setting up a new charging 
site is no easy business, 
says West. “A lot of stars 
have to align for a site to 
come off, and that's just 
a 50kW site. When you're 
going up to these 300kW 
sites, then…

“It's a lot of power and 
that means a lot more infrastructure. So, for 
instance, 50kW is relatively small compared 
to most transformer sizes.

“But when you're talking about 600kW or 
more that is…well into the utility (company) 
having to install a dedicated transformer just 
for us from scratch.

“(It) can take six months just to have a 
transformer manufactured, let alone getting 
all of the regulatory approvals.”

Getting the chargers takes time too. 
“These hyper-chargers come from Italy. 
There's pretty long lead times there, both in 
manufacturing and shipping, and we don't 
really want to get ahead of ourselves. You 
think, ‘Oh, we'll just pre-order them,’ but 
that's not really how it works.

“Someone's got to pay for them, and we 
really don't want to be committing ourselves 
to that sort of level of expenditure without 
being absolutely certain that EECA are going 

to contribute some of that cost.”

EECA provides co-funding “and we have to 
come up with the other half – at least the 
other half – plus cover all of our operational 
overheads.”

West agrees that an argument could be 
made that free public charging stations 
installed by utilities or other organisations 
are anti-competitive. 

“But that’s enforced by the Commerce 
Commission, so it's up to the commission 
to decide whether that behaviour is 
anti-competitive enough to be worth 
prosecuting.”

Lines of cars queueing for free-charging “is 
madness and we would love to provide billing 
services for those chargers,” he says. “I can't 
tell you why those chargers continue to be 
free. That's (the providers’) business. 

“Free charging has life as long as someone's 
willing to keep paying for it. But every utility 
that has installed a free charger has sooner 
or later realised that it's a pass to madness 
for the poor drivers that get stuck queuing 
up because (free charging) does get abused. 

“It's crazy the number of people willing to 
go out of their way to get a free charge, save 
$2 or $3, when they could have charged 
at home. It’s  very, very weird distorted 
behaviour.”

On getting governmental action on EVs, 
West says that rather than going to the 
Government with a wish list of actions to 
encourage EVs, “all we need to do is look to 
overseas markets to see what has worked.

“Emission standards work, direct subsidies 
work, scrappage schemes work. The 
Government just needs to do something to 
encourage more people into EVs.” 

So far, the only policies are ones that were 

there pre-election. “It would be great to 
see the Government come out with a really 
definitive statement about what they are or 
are not doing.”

Confusion about what the Government 
intends to do about encouraging EV 
ownership is having “a chilling effect on 
people's purchasing decisions,” West says.

Two years ago EV adoption was growing 
exponentially. “Then it got somewhat 
stymied, and I’d lay a lot of the blame at the 
feet of the politicians who ‘pre-announced’ 
announcements about potential EV 
subsidies. 

“There was a lot of talk about, ‘if you just 
wait a couple of years you'll get $8000 off the 
price of your EV.’

“Now that's a pretty strong disincentive to 
buying a car, if you can just wait and get a big 

discount. Winston Peters put 
the kibosh on all of that. 

“Now we're post-election, we 
know that Labour's policy is 
not around direct EV subsidies, 
but a more indirect emissions 
scheme...

“So the sooner that they can 
come out with some sort of 
definitive statement to the 
general public, then the sooner 
people will be able to resolve 
that (EV-buying) decision.” 

For West, the time has come 
to put more focus on building 
ChargeNet and its services 
rather than promoting EV use. 

“In the early days, one of the 
problems was that electric vehicles were just 
very rare. You couldn't take one for a test 
drive even if you wanted to. 

“So there was a kind of chicken-and-egg 
thing there. The work we did in the early days 
was about getting the cars in front of people, 
showing them off to them, taking them for 
rides, letting them drive them, borrow them. 

“A lot of that kind of heavy lifting has now 
been picked up by the car dealers because 
we’ve got a lot more visibility of electric 
vehicles, a lot more stock, a lot more 
models, a lot more variety.

“There’s a lot more promotion by the 
automotive industry, instead of leaving it up 
to enthusiasts. So I’m much less involved 
now personally in that promotion. 

“There's always going to be room for 
some events, but for me, I'm focused on 
ChargeNet.”

...Continued from previous page

http://www.switchevglobal.com
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The first six of eight electric buses 
bought by Fullers360 are now in 
operation on Waiheke Island. 

They were unveiled on November 10 with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony and a blessing by 
local iwi.

Fullers360 subsidiary Waiheke Bus Company 
began operating the buses in October on 
behalf of Auckland Transport (AT).

The BYD ADL Enviro200EVs models were 
supplied by Alexander Dennis and were 
built to the new length of 11.6m with two 
additional seats and increased legroom each 
carrying 37 passengers. 

They are expected to reduce around 538 
metric tonnes of CO2 per year as they 
service the existing AT Waiheke Island route. 

They can travel up to 400km on a single 
charge and will be charged overnight and 
stored at the Waiheke bus depot.

The vehicles make Waiheke Island the 
first suburb in Auckland to operate an 
electric bus fleet with the aim to have 100% 
emissions free public transport by 2030. 

The other two electric buses will join the 
fleet in December and the remaining nine 
diesel buses in the 17-strong fleet will be 
replaced as they reach their end of life.

Auckland mayor Phil Goff, who attended the 
launch event at Waiheke’s Wild Estate, says 
it was great to see the buses enter service.

“This is a real milestone for Waiheke, and a 
big step forward in Auckland’s plan to create 
a greener and more sustainable city,” he 
says.

“Transport accounts for over 40% of 
Auckland’s overall carbon emissions. 

Working towards a low-emissions public 

transport network and providing alternatives 
to private vehicles is an essential part of 
reducing our impact on global warming and 
heading off a climate change disaster.”

Auckland Transport chief executive Shane 
Ellison says the buses signal a new era of 
transport. 

“We know that Waiheke residents share 
our goal of a greener future. At Auckland 
Transport, we recognise that how we get 
around day to day can have significant 
impacts on our environment and community. 

“This is why we are working with our 
partners like Fullers360 to deliver safe, 
innovative and sustainable transport for 
Auckland. Sustainability is already at the 
core of our business. As part of the Low 
Emissions Roadmap, Auckland Transport 
plans to only procure low emission buses 
from 2025 and have a full low emission fleet 
by 2040,” Ellison says.

Fullers360 chief executive Mike Horne 
says his company aims to “operate an 
environmentally friendly transport service on 
and off the water”.

“Despite the impacts of COVID-19, 

Fullers360 remains steadfast in our ambition 
to grow a larger, more effective, and 
sustainable transport network,” he says. 

The buses also feature art from local 
youngsters as part of a competition run by 
Fullers360 and AT. Residents aged five to 18 
were asked to illustrate a zero emissions 
future on the island.

The competition received over 60 entries 
and the six winning artworks are now 
being displayed on the back of each of the 
new buses. Auckland Central MP Chlöe 
Swarbrick had the honour of revealing the 
winners. 

AUCKLAND’S 
FIRST E-BUS FLEET 

ROLLED OUT ON WAIHEKE

CHLÖE SWARBRICK WITH YOUTH ART COMPETITION 
SUPREME WINNER LIBBY RAMSEY. 
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Global EV traveller Wiebe Wakker’s 
story about his drive in a converted 
2009 Volkswagen Golf station wagon 

‘Blue Bandit’ from the Netherlands to New 
Zealand features in Volkswagen's Autostadt 
museum in Germany.

Wakker crossed 34 countries after 
leaving Amsterdam in his EV on 
March 15, 2016, aiming to inspire 
people about sustainable mobility 
and asking for people's help to reach 
the other side of the world. 

He relied on donations, sponsorship 
and people giving him a place to stay, 
refreshment and to power up his 
Blue Bandit through his Plug Me In 
website, media coverage and social 
media channels, reckoning his EV 
sojourn cost more than NZ$45,000.

His record-breaking single journey 
was initially scheduled to finish in 
Sydney on April 7 last year after 
1119 days, but he continued on to 
New Zealand where he finished his 
trek in July 2019, doing more than 
100,000km.

He ended his more than two-month 
New Zealand stay with a visit to the 
EVworld NZ 2019 expo and industry 
conference in August that year 
(EVworld NZ becomes eworld NZ 
on May 7 and 8, 2021, at the Trusts 
Arena in Henderson).

Never before had anyone driven 
this far in an electric car on a single 
trip, the achievement now recognised at 
Volkswagen’s Autostadt for its exhibition 
'New mobility - new thinking' until April 
2021. 

Wakker's car along with various collected 
objects, stories, photos and videos feature 
in Autostadt's 'ZeitHaus' pavilion. These 
include extracts from his journey through 
New Zealand

The Plug Me In project was selected by 
Autostadt because it was a great idea that 
set people in motion and made people think. 

The Dutchman also found an excellent way 
to demonstrate the possibilities of electric 

driving, easing range anxiety and other 
mindsets preventing e-mobility uptake, the 
museum says.

"I am incredibly grateful that my story is 
being exhibited,” Wakker says. 

“The ZeitHaus is a place where 
only cars and projects that have a 
significant place in automotive history 
can be seen. 

“I would never have dared to dream 
of this to happen. I am also proud 
that my story continues to be a tool to 
inspire people about the transition to 
sustainable mobility.”

Wakker featured in the EVs and 
Beyond June 2019 magazine just after 
his arrival on these shores, thanking 
those who helped get him across the 
Tasman Sea.

He says he always wanted to come 
to New Zealand – especially when he 
started his EV journey at Houten in the 
Netherlands which is almost directly 
opposite here - but initially didn’t think 
that was possible.

Wakker tested one of Tourism Holdings 
Limited’s Britz EV campervans while in 
New Zealand, visited EV related events 
including charging station openings, 
and returned to the Netherlands 
with plans to write a book about his 
adventures and do a year of speaking 
engagements.

He also wants to start an e-mobility 
company, mainly for sustainable deliveries.

You could say Wakker went a long way to 
prove his point about sustainable mobility.

EV WORLD TRIP WHICH ENDED IN 
NZ FEATURES IN VW MUSEUM

WIEBE WAKKER WITH HIS VW AUTOSTADT MUSEUM DISPLAY.

WAKKER FINISHING HIS GLOBAL EV TREK AT BLUFF IN JULY LAST YEAR.

FREQUENTLY POSTED PHOTOS AND VIDEOS HELPED WAKKER KEEP TRAVELLING.
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Mercury, Fisher and Paykel Healthcare, 
and Big Street Bikers’ e-mobility 
efforts have been recognised among 

nine Auckland Transport Travelwise Choices 
Awards 2020.

Big Street Bikers (BSB) won the Innovative 
Thinker award for its Rechargery solar 
powered e-bike service station and 
encouraging people to switch to e-bikes.

The Rechargery was established to engage and 
educate the public and local business with test 
rides, guided rides, sales, servicing and events.

More than 1000 e-bike test rides and 30 guided 
tours for local businesses have been run by 
BSB during the past year to encourage e-bike 
adoption.

Designed to attract people who might not 
otherwise visit a bike shop, the Rechargery’s 
public programmes aim to give people 
confidence to get on a bike and enjoy e-biking 
and exploring cycle ways. E-bike experiences 
have been held with district health boards, 
police, Watercare, Genesis, ASB, the University 
of Auckland, and more.

During the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, 
BSB provided servicing for essential workers 
as well as free e-bike rentals.

BSB recently launched its monthly online 
newsletter The Bikers Bulletin which covers 
expansion of its Locky Dock secure e-bike 
parking and charging stations – something 
BSB has developed after learning one of the 
biggest fears in e-bike ownership is theft.

It says in a first private partnership Kiwi 
Properties has moved from its pilot at 
Lynnmall to rolling out Locky Dock sites at 
other malls in Auckland, Hamilton, Palmerston 
North and Christchurch. 

Locky Docks, launched in Christchurch, are 
also coming to Wellington.

“The docks are currently being manufactured. 
This puts us on track for the stage one network 
footprint of sites across Wellington, Auckland 
and Christchurch,” BSB says.

It’s no coincidence that Mercury is heavily 
involved with BSB, especially in the 
Rechargery.

While Mercury’s ‘Kiss Oil Goodbye’ campaign 
won the Initiative of the Year award, the 
energy company is an avid e-bike supporter 
and provides various ways of encouraging 
people to get on e-bikes.

Since rebranding in 2016, Mercury has been 

making energy “Wonderful” for Kiwis across 
the country – promoting its renewable energy 
initiatives and decarbonisation, including 
featuring its converted 1957 Ford Fairlane 
‘Evie’ in shows and displays to encourage 
people into e-mobility.

The Mercury app was released in April 2018 to 
encourage and reward customers for engaging 
in low emission activities, using QR codes and 
Mercury Dollars to incentivise people. 

It has been downloaded 113,000 times across 
the country, with 31,000 active users each 
month. 

A multi-choice weekly challenge will be added 
to help educate customers about renewable 
energy, to bust any e-transport myths and to 
have fun.

Mercury converted its own fleet to EVs (70% 
electric, the other 30% comprising heavy 
vehicles) and a fleet of e-bikes for staff who 
can take them home after hours. One staff 
member even built their own e-motorbike. 

About 65,000 e-bikes were imported in the last 
year, which Mercury says it believes it played a 
part in. 

EVs cost the equivalent of about 40c per 
litre to run compared with a petrol car, and 
e-bikes and scooters have even more savings, 
especially with parking.

Mercury says the future is to get more people 
into trying electric transport, which includes 
a new website showing how individuals can 
make a difference, getting more cars into 
Mercury Drive EV subscription, and more 
partnerships like BSB.

Travelwise judges were impressed with 
Mercury’s efforts, particularly its ‘Kiss Oil 
Goodbye’ campaign.

Fisher and Paykel Healthcare won the 
Excellence in Travel Choices award for its move 
to sustainable travel, installing 20 EV charging 
spaces in one building, enabling carpooling 
and sharing, and running seven e-bike events.

It has about 6500 employees worldwide, with 
3500 based at the East Tamaki campus. 

While Fisher & Paykel Healthcare’s main 
focus is respiratory care, they also have a 
strong focus on sustainability which includes 
promoting sustainable transport modes to staff 
as part of a wider initiative to reduce local air 
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. 

During January and February this year, Fisher 
& Paykel Healthcare organised events to 

promote the Aotearoa Bike Challenge and 
cycling in general.

 In November 2019 it arranged a Sustainable 
Transport Showcase to promote all forms of 
sustainable transport. 

A keen group of Fisher & Paykel Healthcare 
cyclists led by Adam Darby, Alex Young, Rik 
Bruce, Chris Campbell and Matt Pedersen 
were on hand to answer questions, offer 

E-MOBILITY EFFORTS 
REWARDED

Continued on following page...

MERCURY CHIEF MARKETING OFFICER JULIA JACK 
WITH ITS AWARD HELD BY GEOFF BOLD.

FISHER AND PAYKEL HEALTHCARE WON THE 
EXCELLENCE IN TRAVEL CHOICES AWARD FOR A 
RANGE OF E-MOBILITY INITIATIVES.
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advice, bike adjustment, and offered their own 
bikes for people to ride at the Aotearoa Bike 
Challenge in February 2020.

BSB were also involved in that, along with 
Sinch Bikes, bringing in a range of e-bikes for 
people to try.

Auckland Transport had free give-aways, 
safety gear and information about cycling 
routes.

These events were very popular and well 
attended with several hundred staff in 
attendance. The events were a great way 
for staff to have a go on an e-bike, get some 
cycling safety gear, find out about routes to 
work and sign up for the Bike Challenge. 

Callum Spence, a product development 
manager, decided to go a step further during 
the February bike challenge and rode his 
e-mountain bike from Auckland to Wellington. 

“Some of the bravest people are our littlest – 
kids fighting cancer. One of my best friend’s 
four-year-old daughter is one of these 
inspirations,” Spence says who raised $5873 
for Cure Kids.  

Completing the ride in six days, his aim was 
to promote e-bikes by showing that if he could 
ride from Auckland to Wellington there is no 
excuse for others not to ride one to work. 

Free smoothies offered an incentive to 
cyclists if they were prepared to pedal the 
smoothie bike as they arrived at work one 
morning each week during February.

A wheelie competition was also held, and bike 
maintenance stands and bike pumps provided 
around the campus for employees to use if 
required.

During the Aotearoa Bike Challenge F&P had 
great success with 272 people participating 
and encouraging 62 new riders to give cycling 
a go. 

Total carbon savings made from the 
134,025km cycled for transport during the 
month was 25,526kg.

The company has also been promoting 
carpooling. Senior product development 
engineer Adam Tebbutt launched an internal 
carpooling app just for staff, resulting in 166 
signing up. 

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare has a diverse 
and active Green Team made up of people 
integrated throughout the business, and it 
plans to continue to promote sustainable 
modes of transport to staff, improve staff 
wellbeing, reduce congestion, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and improve air 
quality in the area.

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare has completed its 
fourth building on the East Tamaki campus, 
which includes dedicated bike lock-up cages 
and point of entry shower facilities. 

Building 4 not only has dedicated carpool 
parking spaces, hybrid vehicle parking 
spaces and lock up bike cages, it also has 20 
dedicated EV charging spaces, serviced by 10 
EV charging stations. The EV charging stations 
have a Type 2 socket, so users provide their 
own charging cable. In total. The company has 
installed 55 slow charging stations and one DC 
medium speed 25kW charger, servicing a total 
of 109 car parking spaces, some of which are 
available to visitors.

There are 62 employees registered to charge 
their EVs there, up from four in just over three 

years.

In November 2019 Fisher & Paykel 
Healthcare held the latest of many 
Sustainable Transport Showcases, this one 
organised by Megan Wakefield, Geoff Bold 
and the Sustainable Transport team within 
the Green Team.  

This event was attended by representatives 
from the Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Authority (EECA), Meridian, ChargeNet NZ, 
YHI, TransNet, Evolve skateboards, Electrify 
NZ e-bikes and GVI – the latter providing a 
Nissan Leaf and Golf GTE for test drives. 

Hyundai East Auckland brought a Kona EV and 
Ioniq for test drives. 

Fisher & Paykel Healthcare sustainability and 
environmental innovation head Nic Bishop let 
people test drive his Tesla Model X.  

About 300 people attended over the two-hour 
event with 26 EVs on display, 13 EV test drives, 
hundreds of skateboards and bike rides and 
free vegetarian sausages and ice blocks.

Other winners were EcoMatters 
Environmental Trust - Community Bike Hubs 
(superior grassroots action award), Devonport 
Business Association - Devonport PARK(ing) 
Day (event of the year award), Teau (Mr Tee) 
Aiturau (champion of modes award), Debbie 
Wilson (sustained leadership award), Xero 
(flexible future award), and Jasmax (sustained 
leadership in transport award).

The Travelwise Choices Awards recognise the 
commitment of businesses, individuals and 
community organisations to encourage staff, 
students, customers and volunteers to make 
fewer car journeys.

...Continued from previous page

BIG STREET BIKERS’ RECHARGERY TOOK THE 
INNOVATIVE THINKER TITLE.
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Company Energy Deals Where Cost to  
charge LEAF*

Electric Car Plan: Super-low night rates from 9pm until 7am daily. Available for your 
entire home’s electricity needs. Rates are fixed for 3 years. Plus get a year’s worth of 
free EV charging on us! (bill credit of up to $300)

Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$4.91
$4.15
$2.82

Plug-in Vehicle Fuel Package 
20% discount on your energy bill from 9pm – 7am, available on multiple properties, 
guaranteed discount for 2 years from signing up to offer, 12% PPD is included in these 
calculations.

Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$5.75
$5.82
$5.63

Low Solar: Low Usage plan for EVs & can buy back solar energy, no fixed term
Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$7.16
$4.53
$3.20

Contact 
Energy

Everyday Bonus Fixed: Excellent night rates, no fixed term, check if the matching day-
time kWh rate will affect your overall bill.

Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$5.57
$4.60
$3.28

Electric Kiwi
One Plan with Hour of Power: Free hour of off-peak power daily – included and 
calculated to be 2 kWh for charging at 8 amps. Note: this could be different depending 
on your designated Hour of Power.

Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$6.82
$6.86
$6.71

Flick Electric Wholesale rates plus their Flick Fee: No fixed term, EV rate in Wellington. Calculated 
using an average spot price of 5.7c per kWh.

Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$5.80 #
$5.75 #
$3.46 #

Genesis Energy Classic plan: Excellent night rates, no fixed term, 10% PPD has been included, check if 
the matching daytime kWh rate will affect your overall bill.

Auckland
Wellington
Christchurch

$6.81
$4.23
$3.73

Paua to the 
People

Cheap As Plan with EV night rates: No fixed term. Calculated using an average spot 
price of 5.7c per kWh Wellington $4.42 #

*Approximate cost for a full charge of a 24kWh LEAF in the 3 largest centres of NZ.  

Please note that rates vary around New Zealand – the above costs were from Mt Wellington in Auckland, Northland in Wellington and Linwood 
in Christchurch.  They can also depend on your meter type & the company you use. Prices vary at the different times of the day eg charging 
during the day may have higher costs and could increase your overall bill. Flick Electric in Christchurch has higher daytime rates in Winter due to 
variable pricing from the lines company. The rates we have used above are calculated each month using a low user cost, overnight rates, includes 
10% charging loss, prompt payment discounts (PPD) if available and GST, excludes daily charge. Please note that prices were correct at time of 
publishing and are subject to change. Please contact us if you would like any clarification.

# Spot prices can go up and down as they are affected by demand in energy and weather conditions. We have calculated these prices using the 
average spot price of 5.7c per kWh at night over the last 7 years, however this is no guarantee of current or future prices.

POWER DEALS FOR EV USERS

TRANZURBAN GETS GOLD FOR GOING GREEN
In recognition of its long-term commitment 

to electrifying public transport, Wellington 
bus operator Tranzurban won the Green Gold 

Award at the annual Wellington Gold Awards. 
The company was declared a winner at 
an awards ceremony in the TSB Arena in 
Wellington for its commitment to building a 
modern and reliable electric bus fleet and for 
reducing carbon emissions.  
Parent company Tranzit managing director 
Paul Snelgrove and Tranzit’s transport and 
operations director Keven Snelgrove accepted 
the award on behalf of Tranzurban.
The two brothers are delighted their fourth 
generation, family-owned company was 
acknowledged for its commitment to growing 
EV public transport in New Zealand and 
thanked all those who have helped them along 
the way. 
This included the Energy Efficiency & 
Conservation Authority’s low emission vehicles 
contestable fund, the Auckland University of 
Technology, Tauranga based Kiwi Bus Builders 
where all the company’s EV buses are built, 
and the Greater Wellington Regional Council 
which introduced modern electric buses into 
Wellington in 2018. 
Tranzurban is adding 31 more double-deck 
electric buses into Wellington over the next 
two years, and it's in the process of converting 
two double-deck diesel buses to electric.
“We have 31 double deck electric buses on 
build now and we are very proud that our EV 
buses have been built in New Zealand,” Paul 

Snelgrove says. 
“It cost us more, but we are proud to protect 
New Zealand business. 
“We do have a number of diesel double deck 
buses on the road in Wellington … and the first 
of these has arrived in Masterton and this will 
be repowered 100% electric,” he adds. 
“That will be repowered in our workshop by 
trained apprentices through our own training 
so it’s a big proud moment for the team.”
Snelgrove pays tribute to Tranzurban drivers 
for keeping the Wellington public transport 
system going during the COVID-19 restrictions.
Keven Snelgrove says electrifying its Wellington 
vehicles has been a four-year journey.
“It’s been a hell of a ride. But the most 
important people to us is our team who made 
this happen,” he says. 
“We have around 20 workshop team members 
who have gone from working on our Euro 
6 diesel bus technology into EVs and these 

guys have done an amazing job to make this 
happen. But the most important ones to thank 
are our team who goes and drive them.”
Tranzit’s EV journey began in 2014 after 
it partnered with Auckland University of 
Technology in a joint application to the EECA 
administered fund. 
After developing EV1, New Zealand’s first 
commercially operated 100% battery powered 
electric bus now based in Auckland, the 
company’s subsidiary Tranzurban was 
launched and then collaborated with GWRC 
to introduce 10 EV double-deckers (EVDDs) 
and supporting charging infrastructure into 
Wellington in 2018. 
Kiwi Bus Builders will also build the 31 new 
ones. 
Keven Snelgrove says the 10 EVDDs regularly 
travel more than 2000km a day, saving about 
1300 litres of diesel while around 3.54 tonnes 
of CO2 is prevented from entering Wellington’s 
atmosphere daily. 
When then the company begins operating 
its full fleet of 41 EVDDs in Wellington, these 
environmental benefits will be even more 
significant, he says.
Tranzurban’s other buses include 225 Euro 6 
diesel buses, which meet the highest global 
emission standards.
The Wellington Gold Awards established 
in 1999 celebrate business excellence and 
enterprise in that region.

http://www.meridian.co.nz
http://www.mercury.co.nz
http://www.ecotricity.co.nz
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AUTOVILLAGE®

116 Hewletts Road 
Mount Maunganui, Tauranga City  
Tel: 07 578 6017 
www.farmerautovillage.co.nz
 Follow us on Facebook

ELECTRIC VEHICLES AND PLUG-IN HYBRIDS AT THE ELECTRIC AUTOVILLAGE

116 Hewletts Road
Mount Maunganui, Tauranga City
Tel: 07 578 6017
www.farmerautovillage.co.nz

FIND YOUR NEW EVS HERE!

EV FRANCHISE DEALER LIST

NAME

AUDI / HYUNDAI / VOLKSWAGEN
Farmer Auto Village
07 578 6017 
info@farmerautovillage.co.nz 
116 Hewletts Road, Mt Maunganui

Mt Maunganui

HYUNDAI

Energy Motors
06 759 8070 | hyundai@energymotors.co.nz
Cnr Gill & Eliot Streets, New Plymouth

New Plymouth

NEW EV CAR TYPES

MAKE MODEL TYPE PRICING RRPest. APPROX RANGE kms 

Audi e-tron 50 BEV $134,900 328 km
e-tron 55 BEV $148,500 417 km
e-tron advanced BEV $157,000 417 km
e-tron Sportback BEV $169,900 446 km

BMW i3 BEV $77,200 200 km 
i3s BEV $85,900 200 km

Hyundai Ioniq BEV $65,900 300 km
Ioniq Elite BEV $71,990 300 km
Kona BEV $77,990 449 km
Kona Elite BEV $83,990 449 km

Jaguar I-Pace S BEV $144,900 470 km
I-Pace SE BEV $154,900 470 km
I-Pace HSE BEV $164,900 470 km

Kia Niro EX289 (39 kWh) BEV $68,990 289 km
Niro EX455 (64 kWh) BEV $75,990 455 km

LDV EV80 BEV $80,489 180 km
Nissan LEAF BEV $59.990 270 km
Renault Zoe 40 kWh BEV $68,990 300 km

Kangoo van BEV $74,990 200 km
Tesla S - Standard Range BEV $129,700 520 km

S - Long Range BEV $149,900 610 km
S - Performance BEV $181,900 593 km
X - Standard Range BEV $139,200 375km
X - Long Range BEV $159,900 507 km
X - Performance BEV $190,900 487 km
3 - Standard Range Plus BEV $75,900 460km
3 - Long Range BEV $95,900 620km
3 - Performance BEV $105,200 560km

Volkswagen e-Golf BEV $69,490 220 km
Audi A3 Sportback e-tron PHEV $71,500 45 km + 600 km
BMW i3 - Range Extender PHEV $84,500 200 km + 130 km

i3s - REX PHEV $91,900 200 km + 130 km
i8 PHEV $281,200 37 km + 400 km
i8 2018 Coupe PHEV $286,200 55 km + 400 km
i8 2018 Roadster PHEV $309,900 53 km + 400 km
225xe PHEV $69,800 41 km + 550 km
330e PHEV $91,600 40 km + 550 km
530e PHEV $136,400 50 km + 600 km
740e PHEV $202,700 48 km + 550 km
X5 xDrive40e PHEV $155,500 30 km + 800 km

Hyundai Ioniq Plug-in PHEV $53,990 63 km + 1040 km
Ioniq Plug-in Elite PHEV $59,990 63 km + 1040 km

Kia Niro PHEV $55,990 55 km + 850 km
Mini Countryman PHEV $59,900 30km + 500 km
Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV $55,990  50 km + 500 km
Mercedes Benz C350 e Sedan PHEV $96,400 31 km + 700 km

C350 e Estate PHEV $99,400 31 km + 700 km
E350 e Sedan PHEV $143,500 30 km + 600 km
GLE500 e PHEV $149,900 30 km + 700 km
S500 e PHEV $255,000 30 km + 700 km

Porsche Cayenne S e-hybrid PHEV $177,800 20 km + 750 km
Panamera Turbo S e-hybrid PHEV $428,400 30 km + 750 km

Toyota Prius Prime PHEV $48,490 50 km + 1000 km
Volvo S90 T8 PHEV $125,900 34 km + 600 km

XC90 T8 PHEV $134,900 44 km + 600 km
XC60 T8 PHEV $94,900 40 km + 600 km

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle      PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle

http://www.udc.co.nz
http://www.farmerautovillage.co.nz
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03 455 3000
info@autocou t.net.nz 
View our stock on ww .autocou t.net.nz

Enquire about our nationwide free shipping

South Island’s best 
selection of EVs
Join the EV revolution. Call us 
today to discuss the benefits 
of driving electric

FIND YOUR QUALITY USED EVS HERE!
USED DEALERS LIST

NAME CITY

Autolink Cars  |  09 378 9090  |  autolinkcarsltd@gmail.com Auckland  

GVI Electric  |  09 216 7106  |  ev@gvi.kiwi Auckland  

Auckland City Electric Vehicles  |  0800 248 9387  |  www.acev.co.nz Auckland

Volt Vehicles  |  0800 PH VOLY | 022 480 0722 | david@voltvehicles.co.nz Auckland

Hamilton EV  |  021 959 400  |  nicholas@hamiltonev.co.nz Hamilton

Drive EV  |  027 521 0429  |  07 378 0082  |  steve@driveev.co.nz Taupo

Coventry Cars Hybrid & Electric 04 384 4536  |  salesteam@coventrycars.co.nz Wellington

Harwood Cars  |  027 492 2218  |  www.harwoodcars.com Auckland

EV City | 03 972 5505  |  contact@evcity.kiwi Christchurch

Metro Christchurch  |  03 348 5855 | chrisn@metrochch.co.nz Christchurch  

The Electric Motor Vehicle Company  |  03 218 7130  |  027 515 8799  |  info@electricmv.co.nz Invercargill  

USED EV CAR TYPES

MAKE MODEL TYPE PRICING RRP EST. APPROX RANGE KMS  

BMW i3 - 22 kWh BEV $33k - $45k 120 km

i3 - 33 kWh BEV $52k - $86k 200 km

Hyundai Ioniq BEV $47k - $55k 220 km

Ioniq Elite BEV $57k - $66k 220 km

Kona BEV $69k - 83k 400 km

Kia Soul EV BEV $30k 150 km

Mercedes Benz B250 e BEV $44k - $47k 140 km

Mitsubishi i-Miev BEV $8k - $13k 100 km

B-Miev Van BEV $16k 100 km

Nissan LEAF Generation 1 BEV $9k - $16k 120 km

LEAF Gen 2 - 24 kWh BEV $13k - $34k 135 km

LEAF Gen 2 - 30 kWh BEV $26k - $36k 180 km

LEAF ZE1 - 40 kWh BEV $43k - $63k 250 km

e-NV200 - 24 kWh BEV $27k 140 km

e-NV200 - 40 kWh BEV $60k 200 km

Renault Zoe 40 kWh BEV $29k - $60k 300 km

Kangoo ZE Van BEV $42k - $46k 160 km

Smart Fortwo BEV $20k 100 km

Tesla S P85D BEV $95k - $120k 330 km

S 90D BEV $125k 420 km

X 75D BEV $109k 340 km

X 90D BEV $129k 410 km

X 100D BEV $149k 480 km

X P100D BEV $230k 460 km

Volkswagon e-Golf - 36kWh BEV $49k - $69k 220 km

Audi A3 Sportback E-Tron PHEV $41k - $50k 45 km + 600 km

Q7 e-tron PHEV $125k 54 km + 800 km

BMW i3 REX - 22 kWh PHEV $33k - $50k 120 km + 120 km

i3 REX - 33 kWh PHEV $50k - $68k 200 km + 120 km

225xe PHEV $42k 41 km + 550 km

330e PHEV $50k - $76k 37 km + 550 km

530e PHEV $140k 50 km + 600 km

X5 xDrive40e PHEV $140k 30 km + 800 km

i8 PHEV $94k - $140k 37 km + 400 km

Hyundai Ioniq PHEV $46 63 km + 1040 km

Mercedes Benz C350 e Sedan PHEV $63k - $75k 31 km + 700 km

GLE500 PHEV $130k 30 km + 700 km

E350 e PHEV $120k 30 km + 600 km

S500 e PHEV $96k 30 km + 700 km

Mini Countryman Cooper SE PHEV $68k 30km + 500 km

Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV $22k - $58k 50 km + 500 km

Porsche Cayenne S e-hybrid PHEV $129k 20 km + 750 km

Toyota Plug-in Prius PHEV $11k - $20k 26 km + 800 km

Volvo XC60 T8 PHEV $115k 40 km + 600 km

XC90 T8 PHEV $115k 44 km + 600 km

BEV - Battery Electric Vehicle      PHEV - Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle

harwoodcars.com

Call us today on 027 492 2218 to schedule a test drive

HARWOOD CARS.COM IS BRINGING ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES TO THE STREETS OF NEW ZEALAND

Email:  mharwood1117@gmail.com

HARWOOD CARS.COM 
 IS BRINGING ELECTRIC 

VEHICLES TO THE STREETS 
OF NEW ZEALAND

Call us today on 

027 492 2218  
to schedule a test drive

Keep up with the Electric 
Vehicle industry news

www.evsandbeyond.co.nz
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DRIVE THE FUTURE
GOOGLE  REVIEWS

5 37 REVIEWS

0800 248 9387
Visit us at  
83 Barry’s Point Road, 
Takapuna, Auckland

https://www.acev.co.nz
http://www.gvielectric.kiwi
http://www.autolinkcars.co.nz
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If you want a bike for Christmas, don’t delay 
– get in now.

That’s the (Christmas) message from many 
e-bike retailers who say all bikes are in such 
hot demand worldwide it’s leading to stock 
shortages.

The COVID-19 pandemic led to a huge cycling 
surge and that’s put considerable pressure 
on the bike supply chain, including parts and 
accessories like bike racks for vehicles.

Depending on the type, the bike can take 
weeks or even months to get here, Electrify NZ 
founder Michael Tritt says.

“About 90% of our lines are not in store at the 
moment, but we’re taking orders and test rides 
are still available,” he says.

While prices are expected to remain the same 
across the bike spectrum, Tritt and others say 
less discounting of stock is likely to be seen.

“Parts and components are hard to get as well, 
although it’s not as bad with helmets and some 
accessories,” Tritt says.

He adds that he’s heard some ships 
transporting e-bikes bound for New Zealand 
have been diverted to other markets.

Tritt expects the supply situation to improve 
in about January but he urges anyone 
contemplating an e-bike for Christmas to not 
delay.

Maurice Wells from the Electric Bike Team 
agrees, adding that demand is rocketing.

While Wells says the E-Bike Team 
has adequate stock and didn’t sell its 
demonstration bikes as some others did, he 
says they’re pre-ordering for customers which 
is something they didn’t do much before.

“We’re having to pre-sell car racks for bikes, 
which in 10 years of selling bikes we’ve never 
had to do,” he says.

Wells says people who have been waiting 
weeks for bike orders have sometimes been 
bumped beyond their time frame by a couple 
more weeks.

COVID-19 related factory shutdowns provided 
some “lumpiness” in the supply chain, 
especially where factories and shipping hasn’t 
been “firing on all cylinders”, Wells notes.

But he says it’s the sheer demand for e-bikes 
globally that’s causing most of the pressure.

“It seems the longer the lockdown in some 
countries the more the demand went up, so 
the New Zealand market is better off than 
some.”

Demand is especially high for “rail trail” 
e-bikes whereas many city e-bikes are still 
available, Wells says.

He encourages people considering an e-bike 
to not delay their decision and get an order in 
now.

Freight costs are likely to increase but Wells 
doesn’t expect e-bike prices to rise, although 
he agrees there will be less discounting.

“Winter is the best time to buy a bike – in 
spring and summer your choices may be 
more limited.”

Wells says many people are planning their 
Christmas and summer holidays, a lot having 
trips to the South Island planned in January.

“But some are finding they can’t get a car rack 
to carry the bikes.”

He says many people ask when everything will 
get back to normal.

“We just don’t know.

“Look at the COVID situation in the UK. I think 
it will be years, not months.”

Scott Ramsay of Cool Bikes NZ says bikes 
overall are in short supply due to component 
factories like Shimano and Tektro being 
overrun with orders internationally.  

He believes the surge in cycling (and e-bike) 
popularity is great for the industry.  

China likes to lock in big orders with the US 
and Europe before catering for smaller needs 
like in New Zealand, Ramsay reckons.

“We had orders delayed this year into New 
Zealand because our frame factory was 
closed during COVID then reopened and was 
inundated with overseas orders.  

“We have constant orders in with the factories 
as it takes 60 days to produce then another 30 
days to get to us.”  

Backlogs at Ports of Auckland and NZ 
Customs can add to shipment delays, along 
with some aspects of the order being slightly 
different, Ramsay says.

He says the COVID-19 related impact on 
bikes reminds him of the 2011 Japanese 
earthquake when, in  the wristwatch and 
electronics industry, product wasn’t available 
for six months as component factories had 
been destroyed and the back orders started 
building up.

MICHAEL TRITT

MAURICE WELLS

SCOTT RAMSAY

GLOBAL DEMAND CAUSING 
BIKE SHORTAGES
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Taking on the challenge of building 
an electric vehicle from scratch, 
students from EVolocity’s nationwide 

School science technology engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) programme vied for 
the coveted title of Innovation in Engineering 
Excellence at the Auckland regional finals on 
November 8.
Against the backdrop of the RNZAF Base 
Auckland runway at Whenuapai, more 
than 70 Auckland students competed in 
a variety of events to showcase and test 
their electrical, computer and mechanical 
engineering designs as well as vehicle 
structure and use of sustainable materials.
Sponsors Bridgestone New Zealand and 
the University of Auckland’s electrical and 
mechanical engineering departments 
were treated to an eclectic array of EVs 
constructed by secondary school students. 
The event attracted more than 250 
competitors and spectators.
“EVolocity is a fantastic initiative to 
drive interest in STEM from high school 
students, and Bridgestone understands 
the importance of supporting programmes 
that foster innovation and ideas from young 
people,” Bridgestone New Zealand business 
director John Staples says.
“Bridgestone sees great value in the 
EVolocity programme,” he adds. 
“It is more than just a sponsorship for us, 
it is an investment into the development 
of sustainable mobility for the future, and 
more importantly, the bright young minds 
that will create it.”
EVolocity chief executive Sarah Fitzgerald 
says that while competition levels were high, 
teamwork and sportsmanship were evident.
“It was fantastic to see the students 
supporting their peers.
“EVolocity students have demonstrated 
resilience and determination this year and 
we are thrilled to see them celebrating their 
success at race day.”

Adding to the excitement, Kevin Harty of 
Evoke Motorcycles floored his Urban Classic 
down the Village Green to the tune of 
116km/h in six seconds.
Guests enjoyed a tour of the base facilities 
by JW Group and Auckland Transport in their 
new Yutong E13 Electric Bus, one of the 
largest EVs in Australasia.
RNZAF’s Operation Tangata Kanorau 
programme which inspires younger children 
to learn about STEM was on display, 
providing an opportunity to get up close and 
hands on with an RNZAF training aircraft 
and its Schools to Skies learning team.
The high calibre of entries ensured a tight 
race for the top spots in the EVolocity 
main event, with Whangaparaoa College, 
Mahurangi College and Howick College the 
winners, taking out the Drag Race, Street 
Race and Economy Run events respectively.
Mahurangi College teams “Dark Knight” 
and “After Burners” were awarded the 
Innovation Engineering Awards with 
honourable mention going to Westlake Girls 
High School and Massey High School. 
Howick College won the Earthcare Award 
featuring recycled parts and environmental 
considerations, while Mahurangi’s “After 
Burners” received first place in the Show 

Stoppers award which emphasised body 
design and appeal and finish quality.
Judges included world’s fastest female 
electric motorcycle racer (streamliner) Eva 
Hakansson, RNZAF’s Operation Tangata 
Kanorau squadron leader Rebecca (George) 
Magdalinos, University of Auckland electrical 
and computer engineering head Dr Kevin 
Sowerby, the university’s mechanical 
engineering head professor Krishnan 
Jayaraman, and Electric Vehicle Podcast 
host and producer Theo Gibson.
Other EVolocity events, such as the national 
final initially planned in the Waikato later 
this month, have been impacted by COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions, so organisers hope all 
next year’s events will run more smoothly.
The University of Auckland’s Formula SAE 
electric race car team members were also at 
the Auckland EVolocity event, with Formula 
SAE also affected by COVID-19 restrictions.

KIWI KIDS TEST 
THEIR EV INNOVATION EVOLOCITY RACERS PREPARE THEIR RACING EVS. 

PHOTO: MADDIE WALKER

JW GROUP GENERAL MANAGER JONATHON CRICKETT AND RNZAF FLIGHT LIEUTENANT NATALIE PITTS HELPED TAKE ABOUT 75 
PEOPLE ON A TOUR OF THE WHENUAPAI AIRBASE IN AUCKLAND TRANSPORT’S NEW EXTRA-LARGE THREE AXLE ELECTRIC BUS 

THE CHINESE BUILT YUTONG E13. PHOTO: MADDIE WALKER
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JOIN THE FUTURE  
TRANSPORT CONVERSATION

silver members

GOLD members

PLENTY TO DO FOR NEW 
TRANSPORT MINISTER 

ITSNZ congratulates Michael Wood 
on his appointment as minister for 
transport. 

The board and executive look forward 
to working with him the Ministry 
of Transport and Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency (NZTA), leading the 
conversation and advocating for better 
solutions to our transport challenges.  
With a new government given a 
strong mandate, we are optimistically 
awaiting news of a revised Clean Car 
standard and feebate scheme and our 
friends at Drive Electric have clearly 
communicated some truly ambitious and 
achievable goals would put New Zealand 
amongst the leaders in addressing 
vehicle emissions.
With the Clean Car programme well 
researched and light rail also well 
advanced we hope minister Wood 
will be looking beyond the multitude 
of infrastructure projects already 
committed to and exploring what the future of transport is going to be. 
Making transport sustainable is a focus for ITSNZ, and we will continue 
to support and encourage conversations about other aspects of the 
transport eco-system including optimisation of transport networks 
and connected, multi-modal travel facilitating convenient, safe  and 
efficient use of public transport, private vehicles, micromobility and 
active modes. 
Technology will unlock opportunities for sustainability and emissions 
reduction, improving customer journeys while connected vehicles and 
transport infrastructure data for measurement and decision making will 

move the entire network forward. 
Sustainability and specifically transitioning 
to zero emissions is one of the key outcomes 
in the Government Policy Statement (GPS) 
for Land Transport 2021. Phil Twyford’s 
final contribution as transport minister was 
signing off this document which sets out the 
government’s objectives and priorities, guiding 
spending of the National Land Transport Fund 
over the next 10 years.     
Through our events activities and our 
global networks ITSNZ promotes research, 
development and adoption of solutions, 
systems and skills to achieve better safety, 
health, efficiency and resilience outcomes.  
Business as usual is not going to deliver these 
outcomes. 
BEYOND EVS, ITSNZ EVENTS EXPLORE 
AUSTRALIA’S PREPARATIONS FOR 
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES
Electrification of the small vehicle fleet and 
increasing active transport are top of the list 
for transport sustainability today.

But it’s also clear that the transport eco-system is shifting in other ways 
that will be essential to reach zero emissions and Visions Zero safety 
outcomes as fast as possible. 
Connected autonomous vehicles will operate much more efficiently than 
human operated vehicles, saving energy consumption and emissions, 
making better use of existing transport infrastructure, reducing 
congestions, while also operating far more safely. 
Globally, we are witnessing many governments prepare for, trial and 
develop legislation and infrastructure to prepare for autonomous 

By Simon McManus,  
executive officer, Intelligent 
Transport Systems New Zealand 
Inc.

Continued on following page...

MARCUS BURKE (TTECH SPEAKER SERIES)



25WWW.EVSANDBEYOND.CO.NZ  |  EVS AND BEYOND NOVEMBER 2020

The electric BMW iX is due to be 
launched on the market at the end of 
2021.

Still in the development phase, the BMW 
iX harnesses the latest innovations in 
electrification, automated driving and 
connectivity, BMW says.
That includes the latest BMW eDrive 
technology (including two electric motors), 
the drivetrain generating more than 370kW 
providing about 600km range (WLTP).
All specifications regarding mileage, energy 
consumption and range are predictions, 
BMW Group says. 
New charging technology allows DC rapid 
charging with an output of up to 200kW, the 
battery able to be charged from 10 to 80% in 
under 40 minutes and about 120km of extra 
range added in 10 minutes.
It’s under 11 hours to charge to 100% at 
11kW from a Wallbox.
Behind the BMW iX lies a lot of high tech, the 
BMW Group says. 

A symbol of this is the new BMW grille’s 
“intelligent surface” containing cameras, 
radar and many more sensors, taking on 
digital functions, and having a self-healing 
effect. 
To the driver the functions are only apparent 
when they are being used. 
“This Shy Tech philosophy makes for new 
design elements in both the interior and the 
exterior,” BMW Group says.
The BMW iX goes into production at BMW 
Plant Dingolfing from the second half of 
2021 as the BMW Group’s new technology 
flagship.

ITS New Zealand leads the Future Transport conversation, 
promoting research, development and adoption of solutions 

for safer, more efficient and sustainable transport.

CONTACT US
ITS NZ INC
www.itsnz.org
simon.mcmanus@itsnz.org
+64 (0)21 709 386

EVENTS
November 26
Transport Innovators 
Christchurch 
5.30-7.30pm
Featuring: 
(Keynote) Liz Edens, business attraction manager for 
Aerospace and Future Transport Supernode, Stephen Morgan, 
Greenstage; Gary Freedman, ElectricAir; Stefan Powell, Dawn 
Aerospace.

November 30
Site visit: The Wellington 
Electric Boat Building 
Company & East-West Ferry 
Hosted by Liz Yeaman
Limited to ITSNZ & YTP members only 

December 3
T-Tech Speaker Webinar: 
Marcus Burke   
“Developing end-to-end regulation 
for the commercial deployment of 

automated vehicles”

Featuring Marcus Burke, executive leader, 
Future Technologies, 
National Transport Commission (Australia)

Join us to explore how powerful 
technology can address the integration 
and optimisation of shared and on-demand 
mobility in urban transport projects. 

vehicles (AVs) and you’ll see more ITSNZ 
events focus on what we can learn from 
them, as New Zealand is yet to feature any 
government supported trials.     
Last week’s webinar with Juan Carbonell 
from Moovit and Leo Huertas from Sydney’s 
Waverley Council explored the growing 
importance of optimising the kerbside pick-up 
and drop off zones. The kerbside is increasingly 
valuable and providing dedicated areas for 
Uber-like vehicles, micromobility as well as 
public transport ensures transport customers 
can access convenience and efficiency safely. 
Moovit was recently purchased by Intel, which 
also own Mobileye, a leader in autonomous 
vehicle technology. 
The companies are looking to the future and 
foresee autonomous ‘robotaxis’ as the future 

of ride-hailing (Uber-like services). They plan 
to begin introducing these vehicles in 2022 
and expect that dedicated pick-up and drop 
of zones will be needed and hence they’re 
examining how to optimise them.  
Continuing the AVs theme, in early in 
December we’ll host Marcus Burke who is 
executive leader for Future Technologies at 
Australia’s National Transport Commission as 
part of our T-Tech Speaker Series. 
Automated vehicles don’t fit into existing 
legal regimes for vehicles and drivers. 
The presentation will provide an overview 
of reforms to support the deployment of 
automated vehicles in Australia, including 
safety, control, insurance and data challenges. 
Visit www.itsnz.org for more event information.

ROBOTAXIS ARE THE FUTURE IN RIDE-HAILING.

...Continued from previous page

BMW IX ELECTRIC UNVEILED
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October EV registrations were up by 421 
– not nearly as much as the previous 
month’s almost 600 increase.

Some of the hesitancy might be due to the 
October 17 general election, a landslide for 
Labour, with potential EV buyers waiting to see 
what might come.
Plenty, by the sound of it, especially now that the 
NZ First “handbrake” has been removed on EV 
incentives like those proposed under the initial 
Clean Car plan which will probably be revised.
But most dealerships contacted doubt anything 
will be forthcoming this year.
Electric and hybrid light vehicle registrations 
went from 22,625 in September to 23,046 in 
October – the 421 rise backing predictions New 
Zealand won’t get near the 32,000 EVs hoped for 
by the end of this year to reach a 64,000 goal by 
the end of 2021.
At this rate, the country might make it to about 
24,000 EVs by the end of 2020 – about 8000 
short of the target.
Used light pure electrics lead the charge – up 
183 from 12,018 in September to 12,201 in 
October.
Next are new light pure electrics – up 104 from 
4923 to 5027, followed by used light plug-in 
hybrids (PHEVs) – increasing by 71 (2066 to 
2137) with new light PHEVs up 55 (3426 to 3481).
Heavy EVs still plod along – up eight in October 
from 192 to 200.
What does all this mean for EV dealers and 
buyers?
Alex de Boer of The Electric Motor Vehicle 
Company in Invercargill says EV sales remain 
slow there, which he puts down to cost in the 
face of possible further COVID actions by the 
government and resulting income uncertainty.
“Also the election caused people to wait and 
see. 
“Now that this is behind us and we know who is 
in charge some action may come. Government 
incentives are expected soon.”
De Boer hopes the ministers involved will listen 
to industry partners as the big picture needs to 
be right. 
“Range, battery life, fast charging, and vehicle 
cost are all inter-related. So is availability 
from overseas as we are a right-hand drive 
market and most manufacturers are northern 
hemisphere based and are focusing on the 
larger European and USA left-hand drive 
markets.”
There’s also concern that if a sudden EV 
demand kicks in the stock may not available and 
prices could rise.
“This could offset the incentives and therefore 
have no net effect on affordability.”
With petrol prices remaining low New Zealand 
could be a dumping ground for cheap overseas 
ICE imports. 
“We claim to be focused on road safety but yet 
we are piling old technology onto our roads at 
very cheap prices.,” de Boer says.

“When these vehicles resell after the first NZ 
owner the prices will be even cheaper.”
De Boer believes that with many manufacturers 
bringing out EV models during the next few 
years it will be difficult to get ordinary motorists 
to ditch their cheap petrol vehicles. 
“In this situation the government will be forced 
to buy up the old cars and scrap them. This will 
be another cost for taxpayers which would be 
money better spent elsewhere.”
A growing gap between the haves and the have 
nots will restrict the ability of many people to 
make the shift to a low carbon future, de Boer 
says.
“In many ways it is better to work backwards 
and focus first on restricting the entry of older 
vehicles into New Zealand. 
“Then as the number of available vehicles 
reduces buyers may be more prone to consider 
electric and hybrid vehicles as the price 
differentials reduce. 
“The remaining gap will be made up by the 
considerable savings in running costs. In other 
words, we can let the EV and hybrid market 
develop naturally at a pace relative to availability 
and avoid an unnatural, unbalanced market to 
develop at great cost to us all.”
Hadley Hargadon of Auckland City Electric 
Vehicles (ACEV) says October was slow – 
probably due to the election, school holidays, 
and the Labour Weekend holiday – but that he’s 
been “flat out” for the first week of November.
“We’re expecting a mad rush from now until 
Christmas.”
ACEV has plenty of EVs in stock, Hargadon adds.
Trade Me Motors head Alan Clark says October 
saw a 2% increase in the number of EV listings 
onsite when compared with the same month 
last year, and a 9% increase when compared 
with September.
The Nissan Leaf continues its reign as the most 
popular EV model onsite last month, followed 
by the BMW i3, Hyundai Kona, Nissan e-NV200, 
and Tesla Model X, Clark adds.
In October, EV watchlists were up by 5% on the 
month prior.
The average price of an EV on Trade Me Motors 
was $31,296 in October.
October sales and enquiry were very strong 
right up to election day when things cooled, says 
Hayden Johnston of GVI Electric.
“We started hearing comments from customers 
that they were waiting to see what incentives the 
government would offer.”
Johnston says November has fired again with 
a record weekend of EV sales and continued 
strong enquiry and sales.
“We are still buying good numbers but are 
having to pay up for good cars, which are happy 
to as we can confidently ask more as we are 
offering a high-quality product and specialist 
service.”
Business was ticking along nicely at Henry 
Schmidt’s Autolink Cars EV dealership in 
Auckland’s Newmarket after the general 

HAYDEN JOHNSTON

HENRY SCHMIDT

ALAN CLARK

NICHOLAS DOWN

HADLEY HARGADON

ALISTAIR GILMOUR

MARTIN HARWOOD

DAVID LEES

EV SALES YO-YO

Continued on following page...
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NEW EV CAR TYPES - ELECTRIC

MAKE AND MODEL OCT 2020 YTD CURRENT 
YEAR

   AUDI E-TRON 18 56
   MINI HATCH 16 47
   TESLA MODEL 3 15 429
   HYUNDAI KONA 14 185
   NISSAN LEAF 11 127
   KIA NIRO 9 32
   ALEXANDER DENNIS ENVIRO 200 6 6
   JAGUAR I-PACE 5 52
   MERCEDES-BENZ EQC 5 28
   BMW I 4 28
   VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 4 73
   TESLA MODEL X 3 50
   HYUNDAI IONIQ 2 40
   FACTORY BUILT YUTONG 1 1
   TESLA MODEL S 1 24
   RENAULT ZOE 0 6
   LDV EV80 0 4
   PORSCHE TAYCAN 0 3
   LDV V80 0 2
   RENAULT KANGOO 0 2
   FACTORY BUILT EV10 0 1
   FACTORY BUILT SOUZHOU 0 1
   POLARIS GOUPIL 0 1

TOTAL 114 1198
NEW EV CAR TYPES - PLUG-IN HYBRID

MAKE AND MODEL OCT 2020 YTD CURRENT 
YEAR

   MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 40 320
   MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 39 359
   PORSCHE CAYENNE 6 32
   FORD ESCAPE 5 5
   MINI COUNTRYMAN 3 54
   MERCEDES-BENZ A-CLASS 2 4
   MERCEDES-BENZ GLC 2 14
   BMW I 1 8
   HYUNDAI IONIQ 1 15
   TOYOTA PRIUS 1 43
   VOLVO V60 1 6
   BMW X5 0 23
   BMW 3 SERIES 0 13
   VOLVO XC90 0 11
   VOLVO XC60 0 10
   AUDI A3 0 7
   MERCEDES-BENZ GLE 0 4
   FORD TRANSIT 0 2
   LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER 0 2
   MERCEDES-BENZ C-CLASS 0 2
   VOLVO S60 0 2
   KIA NIRO 0 1
   LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER SPORT 0 1
   PORSCHE PANAMERA 0 1

TOTAL 61 619

NEW MAKES & MODELS  
& USED IMPORTS

USED EV CAR TYPES - ELECTRIC OCTOBER 2020
MAKE MODEL TOTAL VEHICLES

NISSAN LEAF 171
NISSAN E-NV200 5
BMW I3 3
SMART FORTWO 2
VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2
HYUNDAI KONA 1
TESLA MODEL S 1
TOTAL 185

USED EV CAR TYPES - PLUG-IN HYBRID OCTOBER 2020
MAKE MODEL TOTAL VEHICLES

MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 52
TOYOTA PRIUS 14
BMW 330E 2
VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2
BMW I3 1
AUDI A3 1
TOYOTA AQUA 1
BMW 330E 1
PORSCHE PANAMERA 1
TOTAL 73

USED EV CAR TYPES - HYDROGEN OCTOBER 2020
MAKE MODEL TOTAL VEHICLES

TOYOTA MIRAI 1
TOTAL 1

election and the school holidays and then, in 
the first week of November, everything slowed 
down.
There’s probably more than one reason, but 
Schmidt says a key one is that people believe 
the Labour government and the Greens are 
about to announce an incentive package to 
encourage buyers to switch to EVs.
And potential buyers don’t want to commit 
themselves until they know what incentives are 
being offered.
“I don’t think that will happen but there are 
some people who feel that it might.
Hamilton Electric Vehicles dealer principal 
Nicholas Down says he sold 24 EVs in October – 
half of those sight unseen.
And he’s expecting a good lead up to Christmas, 
although he says they’re struggling to get good 
quality stock from Japan, especially as domestic 
demand there is strong.
“We’re pre-selling EVs now which might not see 
some get here until January.”
Pointing to a recent Fair Go story about a 
secondhand EV buyer’s difficulty in getting an 
affordable replacement battery, Down reckons 
that may be partly due to non-specialist EV 
dealers bringing poor quality EVs in from Japan.
Down says Hamilton Electric Vehicles will only 
deal in quality vehicles and therefore supplies a 
comprehensive support package with them.
It has a five-year battery warranty 
underwritten by Provident Insurance, free 
annual servicing for the life of the EV, free 
warrant of fitness, and more.
Down says he’s not banking on any EV 
incentives coming from the Labour/Greens 
agreement, especially before Christmas.
Martin Harwood of Harwood Cars doubts 
anything much promoting EVs will come from 
the new government.
He says the government cannot afford to 
introduce “feebates” or other incentives, mainly 
because of the fiscal fallout caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
Harwood says he’s had good EV enquiries from 
Wellington, Nelson and Whitianga – but not 
much from Auckland where he’s based.
He agrees getting quality stock from Japan 
is difficult, mainly because of the high prices 

sought, but hopes to see more EV enquiries and 
sales here in coming months.
Volt Vehicles owner David Lees says he has 
noticed a surge in EV enquiries in the first 
couple of weeks of November.
“It was quiet leading up to the (NZ) election and 
for a week or two afterwards but for the last 
week and a half and into this week the phone 
has definitely been busier.”
Lees says it’s still hard to get quality stock from 
Japan at a good price. “It’s been that way the 
last couple of months.”
He remains hopeful the government will make 
moves to offer incentives for people to buy 
EVs. There’s strong interest in plug-in hybrids 
like the Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV, and Lees 
says he “can’t get enough” of them from Japan, 
though the current high cost of buying good 
quality cars there is having an effect.
“Plug-in hybrids have become more popular. 
People are putting a foot in the water; they can 
have a foot in both camps – electric and petrol.”
New enquiries for used EVs picked up a little in 
October after the elections and school holidays, 
says Alistair Gilmour of Gilmour Automotive in 
Dunedin.
Shipping arrivals were delayed into Lyttleton 
that caused a backlog and long delays for pre-
sold vehicles, he adds. 
Gilmour says he’s unsure what the new 
government can do for the used EV market 
– “there’s still not really enough quality cars 
available for current low demand”. 
 As for the possibility of government EV 
incentives: “There is nothing worse for the used 
market than creating false expectations about 
subsidies/lower prices in the current climate,” 
he says. 
“If they were to incentivise used EVs it would 
increase prices - not decrease them. There are 
not enough good quality used EVs available 
in right-hand drive worldwide, so increased 
demand and low availability would increase 
prices in my opinion.” 
Gilmour believes more can be done to boost EV 
charging infrastructure, such as establishing 
more higher powered charging throughout the 
country.

...Continued from previous page
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‘HUGE’ INTEREST IN NEW HONDA E
The electric car Top Gear called 
“impossibly cute, beautifully designed and 
crammed with tech” – the Honda e – will 
be seen on New Zealand roads, thanks to 
Taupo-based dealership Drive EV.
“The Honda e was only launched in Europe 
and Japan this year and the interest 
has been huge from Kiwis wanting to 
own one,” says Drive EV owner Steve 
Greenwood. 
He imports and sells a range of EV 
models, including those often thought to 
be unavailable in New Zealand such as the 
Honda e, VW ID.3 and Kia Soul EV.
The Honda e is the marque’s first mass-
produced, pure electric car, hitting the 
market in Europe and Japan earlier this 
year, with EVs and Beyond reporting in 
August that Greenwood was bringing the 
first one into New Zealand – a five-door 
hatch.
He also featured in an EVs and Beyond 
podcast that month.
But if you want a Honda e, you’ll need to 
get in quick as Honda New Zealand is not 
currently bringing them in and Drive EV’s 
latest shipment is selling fast.
“We work with customers to source the 
right EV for them,” Greenwood says.

“We’re finding that the customer base for 
EVs has broadened significantly. 
“The Honda e is a good example of this,” 
he says. 
“Many traditional petrol vehicle buyers are 
keen to take a look at the concept car that 
made it to production. There’s been huge 
interest.”
 Auckland-based Dylan is eagerly awaiting 
delivery of his new Honda e from Drive EV 
early next week. 

“The Honda e combines my love of cars 
and new tech. It’s nice and compact, so it’s 
perfect for inner-city driving,” he says.
 “When I first read about the car two years 
ago, it was immediately on my radar and I 
started looking into importing one myself. 
“I approached Steve at Drive EV to see if 
he could support the car with parts and 
servicing, and soon realised he could 
manage the whole import process for 
me.”

EVs find particular favour among many of 
New Zealand’s senior citizens.
Why?

Usually because after the initial outlay there’s 
minimal cost in running an EV – no petrol (or 
diesel) required, plus the maintenance and 
servicing expenses are very low.
Here’s 80-year-old Alan Nicholson’s (pictured 
above) take on it.
“The running expenses are minimal, costing 
me about $100 to charge per year, plus 
warrant of fitness and registration,” The Poyton 

Metlifecare retirement village resident says.
“There are no hidden costs or surprises with 
an electric vehicle. 
“I find the Nissan Leaf a pleasure to drive, 
comfortable, very quiet, with exceptionally good 
acceleration if required. 
“Overall, I find owning an electric car a lot less 
stressful than owning a petrol or diesel vehicle 
as I did over the years.” 
He can easily charge up his EV at home.
Nicholson bought his Nissan Leaf from 
Auckland City Electric Vehicles (ACEV) and 
suggests anyone considering buying an EV 

should talk to the Takapuna-based dealership.
ACEV’s Alana Hargadon says the savings on 
running costs are a big reason senior citizens 
and others buy an EV.
All our vehicles come with the appropriate 
cable and depending on the vehicle type or 
usage, may only need to be charged twice a 
week, she says.
ACEV has a big selection of quality EVs and 
plug-in hybrids, with all cars having a three-
year warranty – and you can even trade in 
your old petrol car. 

SENIORS SOURCE ELECTRICS

STEVE GREENWOOD WITH THE HONDA E
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EV GLOBAL ADVANCES
MODIFIED CYBERTRUCK TO BE REVEALED 
Tesla’s modified Cybertruck design is expected to be released before the end of December.

Revisions are being kept under wraps, but Tesla chief executive Elon Musk tweets some images of 
the revised design may be shown in “a month for so”, Teslarati reports.

GLOBAL 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY BY 2030
Most of the world can meet 100% of electricity demand with a combination of solar, wind, and 
batteries (SWB) by 2030.
That’s according to a Tony Seba - led RethinkX report 100% Solar, Wind, and Batteries is Just the 
Beginning which states the energy sector is on the cusp of its fastest, deepest, most profound 
disruption in more than a century and will have a big impact on transport.

COULD A ‘15-MINUTE CITY’ APPLY HERE?
New concepts such as the “15-minute City” in Paris point the way to prolonging people’s 
experiences with cleaner air and less traffic after the COVID-19 pandemic.
While zero emission transport like EVs are being increasingly adopted in many countries, Paris 
mayor Anne Hidalgo has gone a step further with her concept of the “15-minute City” where 
Parisians should be able to reach everything they need for life from their doorstep within 15 minutes 
on foot or by bike (including e-mobility such as e-bikes and e-scooters).

EU EMISSION STANDARDS SEE EV SALES BOOM  
EVs should triple their market share in Europe this year because of European vehicle emissions 
targets.
That’s according to a new report from Transport & Environment (T&E), an umbrella group which 
promotes sustainable transport in Europe and which expects one in every seven cars to be sold in 
Europe next year to be a plug-in.

TRATON AND HINO TEAM UP ON EVS 
Commercial vehicle giants Traton Group and Hino Motors have signed a joint venture agreement for 
the development of EVs.
The two companies will collaborate to build battery electric vehicles (BEVs), fuel cell vehicles 
(FCEVs), and relevant components as well as creating common EV platforms including software 
and interfaces.

NISSAN LEAF ‘MOST RELIABLE EV’
The Nissan Leaf has been named the most reliable EV in a study carried out by one of Britain’s best-
known warranty companies.
The research by Warrantywise looked at the frequency of repairs, common faults, cost of repair 
and age at the time of repair.

TESLA Q3 A RECORD
Tesla’s third quarter was “our best quarter in history”, says Tesla chief executive Elon Musk.
It’s the fifth consecutive profitable quarter for the EV company, exceeding expectations with US$8.7 
billion revenue, US$800 million profits, US$14.5b cash in the bank, US$1.9b free cash flow, and 
US$24b spent on new production capacity, new service centres, more supercharger locations and 
other investments.

MERCEDES-BENZ EXPANDS EV RANGE
Six new EV models are coming from Mercedes-Benz, with the EQS in the new S-Class range 
launching internationally next year.
The EQS is the first to use the new electric architecture for EV of the luxury and executive 
segment at Mercedes-Benz which it will introduce globally in 2021.

We check out what’s happening around the world in the EV-related space.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH

TRANSPORT MINISTER CHANGES
Phil Twyford loses his transport portfolio to 
Michael Wood, but Dr Megan Woods retains 
her energy and resources role and works 
closely with climate change minister James 
Shaw – especially around EVs.
Woods also retains her research, science 
and innovation portfolio, along with housing, 
and adds associate finance minister in the 
new cabinet announced by prime minister 
Jacinda Ardern.

NZ EV CHARGING ON TRACK
Both ChargeNet NZ’s Steve West and the 
Better NZ Trust’s Kathryn Trounson take 
issue with comments about EV charging 
from Dr Colin Herron of Zero Carbon 
Futures in the United Kingdom.
Herron suggests New Zealand shouldn’t 
put in more EV charge points until utilisation 
figures show the demand is there for 
them, and he also adds that nobody can 
use 350kW chargers so it’s better to stick with 150kW EV chargers as a 
maximum.
“It would be very short-sighted to dismiss 300kW charging,” West says, 
adding that EV battery technology is improving so rapidly that in a few 
short years a 15-minute charge time will be a box that every vehicle will 
want to tick.BIG EV BUS UNVEILED FOR 

AUCKLAND
Auckland Transport is rolling out the first 
extra-large three axle electric bus to its 
fleet.
The Chinese built Yutong E13 which seats 
78 and has a 422kW battery with 450km 
range was supplied in partnership with 
New Zealand-based JW Group and will be 
operated by Howick and Eastern Buses on the Britomart route.  

FIRST OTAGO POLYTECHNIC EV 
GRADUATES CHARGED UP
Nine students have become the first group 
to graduate from Otago Polytechnic’s 
pioneering EV programme.
They were in Otago Polytechnic’s New 
Zealand Certificate in Electric Vehicle 
Automotive Engineering, a Level-5 
programme that empowers students with 
the skills and knowledge to diagnose and repair faults in battery electric 
and hybrid electric vehicles and machines.HYUNDAI NZ RECALLS 724 KONA 

ELECTRICS DUE TO FIRE RISK
New Zealand now joins a global recall of 
some 77,000 Hyundai Kona Electric vehicles 
in the model years 2017-2020 because of 
a battery issue which may pose a potential 
fire risk.
Hyundai is doing the safety recall globally 
to address a condition with the high-voltage 
battery system, in particular Kona Electrics produced at its factory in 
Korea between September 29, 2017 and March 20, 2020.

PERSISTENCE AND 
PARTNERSHIP KEY TO 
TRANSPORT INNOVATION 
SUCCESS
New Zealand has no shortage of 
passionate transport entrepreneurs but 
risk-averse conventional thinking could 
still see New Zealand lagging behind the rest of the world on transport 
innovation.
But that message was tempered by keynote speaker and “serial 
entrepreneur” Victoria Carter telling the Young Transport Professional’s 
Innovative Transport Entrepreneurs event in Auckland that “trying new 
things is the key to innovation”.

PEUGEOT 208 SUV ELECTRIC 
DUE LATE 2021
An all-electric version of the New Zealand 
Car of the Year nominated Peugeot will go 
on sale here later next year.
The New Zealand Motoring Writers’ Guild 
has nominated the Peugeot 2008 SUV 
in its top 10 finalists, the winner to be 
announced on Seven Sharp in the first 
week of December.
“It’s still far too early to announce many details, but I can confirm the 
2008 EV will be available in top-of-the-line GT-specification with 100kW 
of power, will launch in Q3 of 2021 and have a range in excess of 300km,” 
Auto Distributors New Zealand chief executive Chris Brown says.

MORE FAST CHARGERS FOR 
DUNEDIN
ChargeNet NZ has expanded its Dunedin 
network to include a third EV fast charger 
location in the city’s central business 
district.
The Water Street location hosts two EV fast 
chargers – one 50kW DC charger and a 
25kW charger, with the city’s three adding 
to the nearly 200 fast chargers ChargeNet NZ has nationwide.
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PLUGGED IN!
Stay connected to the EV community with useful links below.

Charge Net 

  

Nationwide EV charging network

 

https://charge.net.nz/

Drive Electric 

  

Advocacy group for the EV industry

 

https://driveelectric.org.nz/

EECA 

  

NZ government’s EV information website

 

https://www.electricvehicles.govt.nz/

 

   

Electric Heaven NZ electric car guide
http://www.electricheaven.nz/

    

Flip the Fleet    EV Community data sharing project 
https://flipthefleet.org/

NZ Electric Bikes    R eview   Independent electric bike reviews 
https://electricbikesnz.com/

NZ EV Podcast    Monthly podcast about EVs 
https://www.podcasts.nz/nz-ev-podcast/

 
ONLINE CHAT GROUP FOR THE NZ EV COMMUNITY

Nationwide 
NZ EV Owners   https://www.facebook.com/

groupsNZEVOwners
Regional 
Auckland EV Owners  https://www.facebook.com/

groups/291373964545996/
Bay of Plenty EV Owners  https://www.facebook.com/groups/

BayOfPlentyEVOwners/

Central Otago Lakes  https://www.facebook.com/ 
EV Owners  groups/521978908249518/ 

Christchurch EV Group  https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ChristchurchEVGroup/

Dunedin EV Group   https://www.facebook.com/
groups/403816650002889/

ELECTRIC ISLAND WAIHEKE https://www.facebook.com/evisland

INVER-ELECTRIC-CARGILL   https://www.facebook.com/
groups/250609535293325/

Manawatu EV Owners  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1847252468838484/

Naki EV Owners Group    https://www.facebook.com/
groups/375210949597565/ 

Nelson Tasman EV Owners  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/365895557107117/

Northland EV Group  https://www.facebook.com/groups/
northlandEVgroup/

South Canterbury  https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 
EV Owners  southcanterburyev/ 

Waikato EV Owners  https://www.facebook.com/groups/
WaikatoEV/

Wellington EV Owners  https://www.facebook.com/groups/
WellyEV/

Contact us today for more info
021 448 107 | nigel@chargesmart.co.nz

Let us help make your EV 
charging simple and smart.

 

Contact us on 03 281 8572 or service@evsenhanced.com 

Keep it charged with 
ABL EV Chargers

   0800 543 348                       www.jackson.co.nz

0508 6362 8346
sales@oemaudio.co.nz | www.oemaudio.co.nz

EV Charging cables that are made, 
tested & compliant for the NZ market

Smart e-mobility 
infrastructure

0800 4  S INGER 

Better NZ Trust A community of EV enthusiasts
https://www.leadingthecharge.org.nz/

Innovative EV Charging solutions 
for home, business and public spaces NZ wide

www.evgo.co.nz
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Turoa

Greymouth

Kaikoura

Harewood

Darfield

Upper Riccarton

Papanui

Marshland

Belfast

Timaru

Kurow

Waimate

Oamaru

Balclutha

Rakaia

Hampden

Rangiora

Christchurch Airport

Merivale

Canterbury Univ., Fendalton, 

Parklands & Sydenham

Alexandra

Waitati

Mosgiel

Gore

Lake Pukaki

Glenorchy

Cardrona

Coronet Peak

Cromwell

Wanaka

Richmond

Karamea

Collingwood

Wellington

Palmerston North 

Featherston

Martinborough

Porirua

Petone

Otaihanga

Paraparaumu

Waikanae

RaumatiPaekakariki

Masterton

New Plymouth

Napier

Taradale

Te Awanga

Pakowai

Havelock North

Waiouru

Auckland & Auckland Airport

MangereNew Lynn

Manukau

Grafton & Greenlane

K Road

Mt Eden

Civic Car Park & Victoria St

Newmarket

Ponsonby

Thames

Hikuai

Hahei

Whangamata

Whitianga

Cooks Beach

Waiuku Pukekohe

Hampton Downs

Tairua

Henderson

Waimauku

Piha

Muriwai

Ellerslie

Leigh

Puhoi

Snells Beach

Orewa

Tikipunga & Raumanga

Dargaville

Tutukaka

One Tree Point, Ruakaka & Waipu

Mangawhai, Wellsford

Matauri Bay

Te Kuiti

Tauranga, Greerton 

& Mt Maunganui 

Te Kauwhata

Huntly

Raglan

Ruakura & Mt Maunganui

Te Rapa

Akaroa

Pigeon BayLyttleton

Tekapo

Kumeu

Halswell

Geraldine

Waipukurau

Woodville

Kaitaia

Taipa Beach

Kerikeri

Hawera

Levin

Dannevirke

Hokitika

Ranfurly

Winton
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Tirohia

Te Kaha

Whanarua Bay

Papamoa

Tolaga BayTTTTTTTTTTTTT

Murchison

Amberley

Wharekauhau

Stratford
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Waipara

Reefton

Westport

Franz Josef

Fox Glacier

Haast

Kaiwaka

Warkworth

Matakohe

Waiomu

Waihi

Dunedin

Roxburghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh

Waitakaruru & Kopu

Wairakei

Atiamuri

Reporoa

Murupara

Seddon

Ward

Spring

Creek

Kaikohe

Te Araroa

Tongariro

Otaki

Opononi

Gisborne

Taupo

Ohaupo

Hamilton

Morrinsville

Cambridge

Matamata

Tokoroa Rotorua

Upper Hutt

Carterton

Havelock

Picton

Stanley Brook

Christchurch & Burnside

Rolleston

Riccarton

Haruru Falls

Russell

Pukenui

Waitiki Landing

Coopers Beach

Rototuna

Claudelands

Tirau

Whakapapa

Ohakune

National Park

Taumarunui

Blenheim

Waiwera

Takanini

Miranda

Newton

Coromandel

Panmure

Albany &       

Rosedale

Rangitaiki

Fast Charger 
Locations

Destination Charger 
Locations

Tesla Charger 
Locations

 
 Waitiki Landing 9049 Far N Rd, Te Hapua 0484
 Pukenui Houhora Fishing Club, 4126 Far Nth Rd 
 Coopers Beach Four Square, 9 Coopers Dr
 Kaitaia Te Ahu, 28 South Rd   
 Kaitaia Pak’nSave, 111 North Rd
 Kerikeri  1 Butler Rd
 Opononi  Four Square, 29 SH12
 Kaikohe Library Carpark, 14 Marino Pl
 Kawakawa  4 State Highway 1
 Tikipunga  Paramount Plaza, 1 Wanaka St
 Whangarei  11 Alexander St
 Raumanga  McDonalds, 130 Tauroa St
 Dargaville  Totara St Park, 113 Totara St
 Kaiwaka  1 Kaiwaka-Mangawhai Rd
 Warkworth  New World, 6 Percy St
 Warkworth  BP, 67 Auckland Rd (SH1)
 Orewa  New World, 11 Moana Ave
 Silverdale  17 Hibiscus Coast Hwy
 Albany  The Warehouse, 186 Don   
  McKinnon Dr
 Rosedale  McDonalds, 14 Constellation Dr
 Kumeu  New World, 110 Main Rd
 Henderson  Pak’n’Save, 224 Lincoln Rd
 Akld CBD  Vector, 21 Hobson St
 Beach Rd  Z Station, 150 Beach Rd
 K Road Tesla, 501 Karangahape Rd
 Newmarket  1 Gillies Ave
 Greenlane  McDonald’s, 320 Gt Sth Rd
 Pakuranga  BP, 322 Pakuranga Rd
 Botany Downs  Z Station, 550 Te Irirangi Dr
 Akld Airport  Shopping Ctr, George Bolt Mem. Dr
 Akld Airport  Z Skyway, George Bolt Mem. Dr
 Takanini  30 Walters Rd
 Takanini Pak’nSave, 345 Great South Road
 Coromandel  44 Woolams Rd
 Whitianga  4 Lee St
 Tairua  Carpark, 6 Tokoroa Rd
 Pukekohe  King Street Carpark, 56 King St
  Pukekohe Counties Power, 14 Glasgow Rd 
  (Bus hrs)
 Waiuku  Kitchener Rd Carpark
 Thames  505 Mackay Street
 Whangamata  100 Hetherington Road
Hampton Downs Gate 1, Motorsport Park
 Te Kauwhata  16 Wayside Rd
 Waihi  New World 35 Kenny St
 Huntly   Countdown, 18 Tumate Mahuta Dr
 Morrinsville  New World, 79/89-97 Thames St
 Te Rapa  WEL Networks, 114 Maui St
 Rototuna   Countdown, 160 Peachgrove Rd
 Matamata   New World, 45 Waharoa Rd
 Hamilton Tesla, The Base, Te Rapa Rd
 Hamilton  Countdown, 551 Anglesea St
 Claudelands  Coutdown, 160 Peachgrove Rd
 Hamilton Caro St Carpark, 7 Caro St
 Hamilton  Countdown, 4 Bridge St
 Ruakura  Waikato Innov. Pk, 9 Melody Ln
 Raglan  43 Bow St
 Tirau 3 Station St
 Mt Maunganui  Bayfair, 19 Girven Road
 Mt Maunganui New World, 1 Tweed St (25 kWh)
 Cambridge  73 Queen Street
 Pirongia   Four Square, 270 Crozier St
 Te Awamutu  10 Scout Lane
 Whakatane i-Site, 30 Quay St
 Opotiki  i-Site, 70 Bridge St

 Te Kaha  Te Kaha Bch Res, 3 Hotel Rd
 Te Araroa 22 Rata St (25 kWh)
 Rotorua  1134 Haupapa St
 Tokoroa New World, 72 Bridge St
 Matawai  6522 Matawai Rd
 Tolaga Bay  43 Cook St (25kWh charger)
 Te Kuiti  New World, 39 Rora St
 Murupara Pine Drive Car Park, Pine Dr 
 Taupo Firestation, 1 Kaimanawa St
 Taupo   Tesla, 1 Kaimanawa St
 Gisborne  21 Gladstone Rd
 Morere Hot Pools, 3968 SH2 (25 kWh)
 Rangitaiki  Lodge Café, 3281 SH5
 Turangi  1 Pihanga Rd
 New Plymouth 66 Courtenay St
 Opunake  Business Centre, 23 Napier St
 Wairoa  75 Queen St
 Putorino 5466 State Highway 2
 National Park  Four Square, 4354 SH4
 Ohakune   New World, 30 Ayr St
 Taihape New World, 12 Huia St 
 Te Haroto  Mc Vicar Rd, 4237 SH5
 Waiouru  Cnr SH1 & Hassett Dr
 Hawera  Pak’nSave, 54 Princes St
 Napier  206 Dickens St
 Hastings  100 Queen St W
 Mangaweka  Papa Cliff Café, 2 Koraenui St  
 Whanganui  Pak’nSave, 167 Glasgow St
 Waipukurau  34 Russell St
 Dannevirke  24B Gordon St
 Woodville  i-SITE, 43 Vogel St
 Palmerston Nth  i-SITE, 126 The Square
 Palmerston Nth Tesla, 365 Ferguson St
 Levin New World, 21 Bath St
 Otaki  New World, 155-163 Main Hwy
 Paraparaumu  Kapiti Pak’nSave, 132 Rimu Rd
 Raumati  15 Raumati Rd, Paraparaumu
 Paekakariki  7D Wellington Rd Paekakariki
 Masterton  Queen Elizabeth Park,  
  3 Dixon St
 Porirua  2 Serlby Pl
 Featherston  SuperValue , 42 Fitzherbert St
 Upper Hutt 24 Queen St
 Lower Hutt Dowse Art Museum, 1 Stevens Gr
 Wellington  Grey St Parking
 Petone  Z Station, 60 Hutt Rd
 Te Aro  Z Station, 174 Vivian St
 Te Aro Barnett St Carpark, 11 Barnett St
 Te Aro Inglewood Parking, 68 Inglewood Pl

Fast / Super Charger Locations – North Island

Fast / Super Charger 
Locations – South Island

 Takaka 16 Willow St
 Havelock Four Square, 68 Main Rd
 Motueka New World, 271 High St
 Karamea Four Square, 103 Bridge St
 Nelson i-SITE, 81 Trafalgar St
 Nelson New World, 73 Vanguard St
 Richmond Library, 11 Mcglashen Ave 
Spring Creek  2226 SH1, Blenheim 7202
 Blenheim Pak’nSave, Springlands
 Ward Flaxbourne Café, 7326 SH 1
 Westport New World, 244 Palmerston St
 Reefton  Four Square (25 kWh) 47  
  Broadway
 Greymouth  13 Tarapuhi Street
 Kaikoura 51 West End
 Kaikoura New World, 124 Beach Road
 Hokitika  New World, 116 Revell St
 Culverden 27A Mountain View Rd
 Amberley Countdown, 123 Carters Rd

 Rangiora Pak’nSave, 2 Southbrook Rd, 
 Northwood New World, 2 Mounter Ave
 Harewood Raeward Fresh, 800    
  Harewood Rd
 Addington Z Station, 40 Moorhouse Ave
 Halswell New World, 9 Nicholls Rd
Christchurch Tesla, The George Hotel,  
  50 Park Tce
 Rolleston New World, 90 Rolleston Dr
 Lincoln New World, 77 Gerald St
 Little River 4235A Christchurch Akaroa Rd
 Rakaia  41 Bridge St
 Ashburton 109 West St
 Tekapo Lake Tekapo Tavern, SH8
 Fairlie Opp. 53 Main St
 Geraldine Cox St Carpark, 14    
  Geraldine-Fairlie Hwy
 Temuka New World, 185 King St
 Twizel Events Ctr, 61 McKenzie Dr
 Timaru 26A North St
 Omarama 2 Sutherland Rd
 Omarama Tesla, Hot Tubs, 29 Omarama Ave
 Kurow Wynyard St
 Wanaka 42 Ardmore St
 Queenstown Tesla, Remarkables Park Town   
 Athol St 9 Athol St, Queenstown
 Frankton  Pak’nSave, 302 Hawthorn Dr 
 Cromwell  i-SITE, 2 The Mall
 Waimate 125 Queen Street
 Oamaru Eden St Carpark, 3 Eden St
 Ranfurly 31 Charlemont Street 
 Alexandra 9 Thompson Street
 Hampden 33 Lincoln St
 Nth Dunedin   University of Otago, 71 St David St
 Dunedin Filleul St Carpark, 193 Moray Pl
 Mosgiel New World, 10 Hartstonge Ave
 Milton Four Square, 207 Union St
 Roxborough 22 Jedburgh St
 Lumsden Four Square, 14 Diana St
 Lawrence Four Square, 19 Ross Pl
 Winton New World, 293 Great North Rd
 Gore New World, 8 Irk St
 Balclutha 23 Charlotte St
 Invercargill 116 Esk St
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